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T © " Phursddy, July 17ih, 1845
‘ . Half-past 8 o'clock, a. m.

. The Convention met pursnant to- ad;oummeut.

Prayer by the bhaplam.

Oun motion of Mr. Gage, the resclution to establish a Land Ofﬁce in
Eastem T'exas was taken ap.

Bmposmons were made 1o estabhsh Land Ofﬁwq at several different
ppmts, all of which, together *With the original resolution wns, on mo-
tion of Mr. Forbes, referred to the committee on the State of the Nation,

- Mr. Wright introduced the follotwing resolution :

Resolved, That the committee on General Prowstons be instructedeto
enquire into the expediency of establishing judicial counties, which was
read and laid on the table one day for’ conmderauon

Mr. Rusk offred the following resolunon

Resolved, That the committee on General Provisions of the Gonsu-
tation, be instructed to ioquire into the expediency and propriety of in-
semngtbe following article among the General Provisions, to wit:

“All laws and parts of laws which -are now in force io Texas, and
which are not inconsistent with this Constitution, or the Constitution of
the United States, shall continue in force until they may be repealed,
altered or amended by the legislature; and no rights which are vested
shall be-divested, nor shall any rights ot actions which have been divest-
ed by the Constitution and laws of the Republic of Texas, be revested,
orin any way . revived or reinstated by this Constitution, but the same-
shalf remain and continuein the same situation as they wou!d have done
under thé. laws and Constitation of the Republic of "Texas, before the
ndopuon of this Counstitution ; which was read, and,

* On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rale requiring it tolay on the table
one day for considcration wassuspended, and the resolution adapted,

Mr. Hogg oﬂ'ared the following resolution:

" ‘Resolved, That the Legislative- Committee be requeswd to take into
consideration the apportioninent of representation, and the formation " of
Senatorial distriets, also that the.document herewith submitied, be taken
under . consideration, marked (A) fixing the Sevatorial ratio at 1,000
voters; and document marked (B) fixing the Representative ratio at 400
Yoters, and report to this Convéntion the apportionment which they may
deem  the most practicable; whrch was reaﬂ and lald on the tab & one
day for consideration, -

On motion of Mr. Lave. Mr, lenels was added to the commmee on
General Provisions,

Mr. Lovealso moved that the President of the Convennon be request-
ed Lo sit omrsaid commmee, whn.h motion was aaopted . ,
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* Mr. Jones offircd the fello{\}ing resolution: ‘

Resolved, That umil the first enumeration is made, the counties ly.

ing between the Sabine,. Red River and the Trinity River, (ineluding
! those crossing the Trinity.).shall be entitled to 12 members in the House,
and*6 in the Senate.

All conties lying between the Trmny and Colarado Rivers, (mc]u-
ding Galveston, and excluding the couuties crossing the -Colorado,)
shall be entitled o 11 members in the:House and 5.in the Senate.

All counties lying west of the boloradn, including. those crossing sajd
river, shall be entjtled to 7 members io the House and 4 in the Senate;
~which resolution was laid on the table one day for corfsxderauon. ‘

+ Mr. Youny offered the fol{owmg vesol ation .

Resolved, That the committes on the Legislative Dbpart“mém be in-
structed 1o enquire into the expediency of creating new counties, and re-
port the same to the Convention ; upon which the rule was suspended,

" requiring the resalution to lav on the table one day, and, .

On motion of Mr. Young it was adopted, s

O motion of Mr. Tatrant, the resolution of Saturday Iavt glvmgto
Jobe G. Chambers of Bowie cougty, Jefferson W, Oliver of the eounty
‘of Sabine, aud Memucan Hunt of the county of Galveston, mileage at
the sdme rate as other delegdtes of this body, wrs taken up.

. At the mquest of Gen. - Huat, Mr Bache wubdxew :ms name as’a
“glaimant. * . .

Mr. Van Zandt moved to recomrmt the resolmmn ta the commlltee
on ihe Btate of the Nation.iv :

Mr. Tarrant said tis «was-opposed to any reference but if it was to be
'V‘l‘efﬂrred he should ‘prefera select committee.  The resolution stands on
fs owh merits’: it embraces only an act'of sheer justiceto the people of
Bowie:county and to Dr. Chambers; whio was necessarily compelled-to
“incar these expenses. . Under the circumstances, he was called . upon
by every consideration as a patriot and a republican to aitend and clalm
!us seat. He trusted thie proposed reference would not be made.. -

. Mr. Van Zandt withdrew his mation ; and the resolution was udopted

- Mr, Rusk offered the following resolution:

::., Resolved That Horace Buarnham be, and he i is herebv declared to
vhe entitled to the same pay for. m:leage to and fram the city of' Austm, :
is the members of this Conventhn., Adopted. . o _

-

‘e

Mr. Emns asemned his reasons for voling against the esolotion invi-
ﬁnwthe United States’ troops- within the territory of Texas, which,
On motion of Mr. Rusk were ordercd to be emered oa-the’ }ouma]s,
aad are as follows:

B A = F

(AR
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PROTEST OF MR EVAD;S

The unlersmned impelled by an 1mpnmnve cn/r)ae of duty, has, with
extreme relurtance cast his vol= in opposition to’the passage of a reso.
lution, requesting the government of the United States to introduce the
forces of the Upited States into Texas, and desires to lay his reasons
therefor before the Convention,

The resolution above referred to, was, in the opinion of the under-
swped an’ unnecessary aqsumptlon of power on the part of the Conven-
tioh, as it ‘appears from the various letters which have been submitted
to its consideration—thiat the objects comemplated by the resolution have
been fully accomplished without the intervention of any aet by the Cop-
vention, three thousand. United States troops being'then ot theéir march
1o occupy the exposed portions of the frontiers of Texas, Mr. Donelson,
in his lettef to the President of the Convention, acknowfpdgnm the re-
ce:pt of the Ordinance, giving the assent of the people of Texas to itsan-
nexalion to the Untfed- States «uses the Jollowing language: “From the
daie of this Ordinance, le,xas will have acquired.a right tothe protec-
tion, of the. United States, and tlie vadersigned is happy to-inform you
thét.the President of the United States, “has iaken the sieps 10 afford this
p?otemtm in'the most eﬂwwm manneg, against Mezican and Imlzzm
wvasion.”

“The. urderslgnod has said, that in his opmmn, the resoluuon was an
assumption of pawer., He has been led to this conclusion from the be-
fief that it required the ratification oftbe people of Texas to an act ofthe
Convention, m which the public interest is involved, 10 give ii force.—
Texas is yet an independent sovereignty, and the ‘action of this- Conven.
tion mirst-be ratified by the.people of Texas and the govermnem -of the.
United States, before that sovereignty can be merged.in that of the Un:
ion,. UnuHhese prerequxsnes are fully obtained, the Constitutibn of ins
dependent Texas is still in force, and binding upon us as citizens, owing
allegiance to the Républic, its Constitution and laws. He would nof be
understoed to urge, that the Convention is bound by the (mnstuuuon in
their enactments, only. so far as relates to those things which aré not to
Be submitted to'tha people; thus far, the jndividual members are bound
to ‘obey its. high behests, aad act within its préscribed limits,. They
were deputised by the people of Tezas, to drafi for their consideration .
aod approval, an Ordinance acceptmgthe terms of annexation, and the
plan ofa State Constitution: heré their authorily ceasps, and when they
travel beyond, their delegated powers are.at an ehd, and their acts. are
but acts of private citizens swing’ allegmuae to the Republic, and sworn
to support its Constitution. ~ .

The resslution'was unoctessary, because the proper departmem of
the government had already takeri all steps necessary.to secure Lhe desi--
red object; Thé only department of the government authorized to in-

| vite, dr even assent to the introduction of foremn troops within the ter-
4
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ritory of Texas, isthat-authorised toform treaties; by this branch ofthe
government, the invitation has beea ¢xtended as will be seen by thejoint
resolution of the last Congress for tliis purpose, apptoved by the Presi-
dent of the Repnblic. ‘ ' ;
" T'be joint action of both Houses of Congress, and sanction of the Pre-
sident] necessarily includes all paities conuected with the treaty making
Jpower, and they alone should be hield résponsible for any ill ‘which
wight ensue. The Convention should never have thrust itself by an
unnecéasary and an unauthorized act, between them and a just respon-
_sibility, should evil consequences arise out of the invitation. . . -
.+ There are yet existing contingenci€s which may defeat the annexa-
tion of T'exas jo the United States.  ‘The dearest, [ongest and most cher,
“ished hope of the people of Texas, may never be fully realized.” "The
Convention most beapprised thatthere are many delicate subjects which
" must be enquired into, and -acted upoa, which may ¢hbange he tide of
_-popular feeling, even in Texus, upon this great measure. It hasbeen
proclaimed upon the floor of this hall, that some action was demanded
by the people upon the land titles of the cotntry; all mustbe'aware that
thiis js a subject which strikes a sensitive chord 1a the public mind, that
thitills with painful intensity, (rom one end of the Republic to the other,
and any error heré, might rouse a feeling of dlarm’ in the Republie,
- which, like * Banquo's ghost,” will not “down,” but may in the end.
* prove fatal to annexatica,  ° 0 v o e
Are there no fears 1o ba entertained as o what will be thé “finalac:
tion” of the United, States? Do not the termis of the resofution itself in.
volve a proposition which maey be construed into zn interfereénce with
the question of boucdary ?  May not some clause be iaserted into the
body of this Constituiicn now beihg framed, whether from haste, passion
4 OF migcgpception, which may cause its rejection when presented to the
= U.Bated for its acceptance . 1f such should be the tesult f the labors
“.of the Convention, the attitude of Texas, left as she would be to her own
\Yesoutces, with a large body of foreign troops within her limits; by ber
own invitation, would betruly an unenviable one. = = o
" " The undersigned, having thus given his reasons for his vote, desirey
they may be spread upon the journals. - T
. (Signed,) ‘ e - L. D. EVANS,
%{; ‘On motion of Mr. Young, the report of the committee on the Execu-
ve Department was ta¥en up, and’ ‘ ‘ L
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the Convention went iito committée of
“the whole on thesaid report! Mr. Darnell'in the chair,. .
¢ Insection 2d, Mr. Bache moved tostrikeé out the words ‘“qualified
electors,” and insert citizens qualified to yote' for Represéntatives,” to
thow what branch of qualified’ electors is ‘meant ; there are qualified
lectors for militia officers under twenty-one years of age.’ Rejected by
. the Convention, — oo Vo Tt T
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M. Presileat R sk soved 10 striks out “General Assembly,” and
iasert »Lys sislamarey” thiroughout the report. Adopted.” -~ . =
- Sgveral amen lments were suggested and adopted by the Convention
in the 3d section.: oo Lo T e

I the 4th section. (term of dffice of the Governor,) Me. Runnels mo-
ved 1o amead: by. striking oot “four” and wseridug “iwo.”.  He believed

thattwo yeaes was ampletime. o 0 0 0o g0

. *«:fa.wf);..u}x% i .
Mr. Lewis said he wounld explain the reasons which had induced
s asa-asembier of the commiltan: to:advise and proposethe election of
jthe Govaraor for four yeats. 1y .wag the general understapding, he be-
1;gggd,ibmt;t~he mjarjty of members here were in, favor of biennial seg-
sions for the Logislature,  Ifthe Governor then is elected for two yedts
anly. he will hive the opportunity of presiding over only vué session:
and that tarniof dervice is 100 birief, he whought lo enable hiin t10'accom-
plish anything dtaH. - It'is insisted by muny thatthe duties of Gadernor
ara in & et usimportant s that He conid have o policy 18 carry outy:
no measuréste anomplish, forwhich a protfacted. administratien would:
‘be desirabls. ‘He though diffatently. A State has its;policy* as.well ag
» nation ; and to_enable a chiief magisiratesto accomplish anything, he
should have a longer term. of service than ane tesm:of. (ba. Liegislatre.
kiy thiscase, ha comes inioraffice:) e presides overxane: séssion, without
anycpraviags inflience dverihe poliey of the country) dnd; le goes.out
without doing anyihiags seithout dny impress of chardetdr npon his ads
miwistration: . And anless shisierm of seevice i lengthemed, you had
perhaps as. well havemoFsecutiveatall: With biennial sessions,-four
-yerss for the GGoxernor, i Bis..opisien was short ¢nongh.. L1f the ses-
ﬂ;)m awére td be annual, he would be in favor of two.years... .. . .-
dud cwon ool 4 s denly Lo N ot
- M [ Runnels: said . that he - diffpred «very esseatially . trom -the
gentleman from, Montgemery. .« That . gectleman - advpeates. the
ong term principle.for Governog, bn. the, gronnd, thef it is neggssary fo.
emable that fonctionary.tp carry gut, and consummate bis awn particus
Aar policy, . The govesament will be divided into three distinzt depazts
meniss. Lagislative, Execative, pad the Judiciary. " And he held that i
‘would notbe prapermor in conformity - with the republican institntions -
ofithe: conntty, that the, Executive should exercise én influence over
-Jasgisiative action, The Lgislatere is elected dirgoply by the.peopls
to'earry out their views.of pojicy, te execut their will; and sustaip their
infetests. - And ‘when you .elect a Governor, is it,a;, Dictator, for, the
| parpose-of thwarting their wishes, and throwing obstacles:in the way of
theilégislation of the: ecountry?  Or isit simply for-the purpose of dis-
eharging the daties assigned to him, and seeing the laivs fajthfully exe.
ewed after they are egacted? ¢ Is it for the purpose of diciating lgthe .
Legislatu;e what laws they shall or shall met pass? : I:deny (contin-
R . o . ‘

g
. : . Lt
)
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. ¥
tinaed Mr. Ruanels ) that he should influence theactionof the Legisla-
ture” in any minoer whateveér. M s his' duty, it is true, to offer such
© #eggestions as he may.think conducive wo the welfare of his country :
~ beyond this he cannot, and should not go. "For himseif, hie had sesn too
* much of diciatorial power, in thig country perbaps ds well as others.

C o S, w o, B P LT (R PR T A

i Mr.Léwis sdid ‘he thought the gentleman had -misutderstood ‘him,’
In no part of ‘his:temarks had he expressed a wish to:invest the Giéver-
nor withdictatorial power. o . TR
B R N TSP R SRR TCRN
Mt Rimwels said he did not attribute itto-him.. But jt'eves s infer-
* snce drawnttom the,position he dssimed. The gentleman did remark
that lie believed the Governor should have alonger lerm fm; the pubpose:
DT RS I AR IR

5 -

éfenrrying ot his individual views, o+ _ v
: P B R B N N Y BT TR A S R
- MroiEewisirejoined, that-neither could : it-be inferréd: fran guything
he had said that he wished to givethe-Governor di¢iatbuidl ppwer: He had,
~semarked that the Goverrior should - have the powerof earnying into:
i @ffuct the medgures to which he was knowniobe faverable when-elaciod:
¥3v the chiel magistracy. What are the dutiés imposed upon bim by this’
“Goostitation? #He shall from time totime give to the General Assembly:
. information of the state 6f the. government, and recommetid to their'eons
;-sideration, such .measures as'he may deem expedient.” - What is-he 1o
_¥ecommerd{ sud how, and 1o whom ? -Directly 10 thidpevped. Noy
“sir. It isthrotigh another medium: thathe is+to make hig,tonimuaica~
_ tiongto the esnntey ) through that ofthe Lisgistatbire. . -1t is (o shatbody:
oAhot he'is'ta reboimmend such measures as-héimaythink when easried;
1 oatiwill redoundiv the advantage and benefit shihe countfy, Hignn obtiy
s gation imposed upondhat officer bythe Constitution, and he wished 1o givie
fhim an opportunity of carryiag into effect the-measures he may think
Widper.to’ repovimend. Wiy impose ‘upok it dutiey the «abjedt of
iwhich edntidibe sitained: unlesy you give Wiv dlso theimedesssry limed
. T the caivhss praweding his el ections he has publishied his views in’ refa<
tidh to albHE grédt nieasures of publit polity : Hechas submited thenrto
thiepeople, and they eliet hini becduse he ddvesayes this lor that nibasd
_dirband novsimply fremi Persénal considerationy.! Whenhe. maMes o
yedoinitienddtion, it s as- (Foverner, elected: by thé pevpls 16 repidsony
vd'‘people Tl velation t6 their Stateinterests: ant: #t i béoause e thirlig
B4 public 'good: wotild be promoted by eting Upoh it Was this] then}
fuposing to give ‘him dictatotial power By hio wmidans,: \He enly’
14hed 10-give: Him an opportunity, by 'eo-operating widithe Lirglshad
Hihice Of the eduniry, 10- accomplish such measures as-he khows1o-be des
“irdble to the pedple,« [iis through'this mediuvmy that New Fok: hab
eomplishad her grear work thererf it dsi through - this® medjomy thao
ICéMuck ¢ has edrtied out hér system’of inlesnnd improvements: L De
Wit Clinton’ Had ‘to canterd agaiist e’ most. strenuous epposition . oo

[
R

TR . . . .
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the part of the influential med of his Stale s yet, elected by ihe people, -
and sustdined by the people, he dompleted the great work which he had
underteken,  Did Ke dssunie; v did the people of that State invest him
with dictatoridl powers? No; sir. . Here were two distinet lincs of pol-
icy placed before the cotntry.”’ De Witt Clinton was'in favor of that,
td which most of the promident men in the conntry were oﬁPnsed. I,
" hé-could have presided but for une session, coult he have accomplished
anything? Cerwinly not.  And other gentlemen fhay adpire 0 the’
governmental chair who entertain different views of the polizy of the
coutitey. {Now is it not proper wheathe people eléct a man whose vietws,
at¥in hécordanes with theire, that he shall have an opporiupity to carry,
thém into-effect? Audedhi e'do so in one session?  He thought evey
1y gentletan would agree with him that linle or nothing could be ac-
complished in that time. . . o SRR

. . w § .
. My, Brownsgaid : He thought it better for-the Governor to bold his
office for fout years than. (wo, if, as suggested by gentlomen, the sesgions}
ofthe Legislawre should be butonce in twoyears. - The principles of
onr govgtnment, Test npon’ thepovereignty! of the peoplerantt the regpdn-
gibility 'of their:rulers. ~And.if  tha’' Governor goes into’office; recom:}
mends sach measures gs he thinks necessary to the welfare ofthe State,
and'retires before their findl accomplishinent; there-ig no regpénsibitity
atall. The Governor wha follows is ot #ekponsible for the'palicy of
- hig.predecessors; and the former who had nb oppottifnity to carry, if
out; is certainly not. responsible.s And-he-conceived his responsibitity”
at last to'be totally taken away by shart periods of election.  For this
rédsdh; 3T fdr no oiher, if ‘the term of “the Legislature should be made,
bi-enuel, hie thought that officer should' be appoitited to preside for at’ .
least-twoterms. - Thereare two sotts of measures -operating in-the-po-
]i}f?‘of’aﬂme ;- one of those which stand’ by themselves, jndependent of
'a_L@thgrS';“ another, and ‘mucti the mare “numsrous, of these which are.
n¥eré linky in's chain bf measures, a series of measures conocetedly ope-
. ratitic upon ‘the people. . Society is ‘mare affected by these than by any
olffers’ Tt' ig ‘fecessary that the Governor should be.a sufficicnt ine,
it "officd th ‘Secure ‘stability o the government. and consistency to the
miisares adopted. And he'believed it unnecéssary to distrust the per-’

-~

st by'tre ‘frgq@m’*écu rronceiof elections.

", Mr. Runnels aid : With-regard, to themecéssity of giving the Gev- !
“etabt d loug tert of service to enable him to see such measutes con-
summated as he may have recommended, let us’ spppose that those
ni¢agures ure wpopular and disadvantageons to the people, should they
ngt have an oppoftunity to puta gtop ta them by the election of anpthe:?
Andggaip: 'is it dot'reasonablé 1o suppose thay if they are appfoved.

| by the.peoplé they ‘would réelecfhiim with the object ‘of se?ng them
consummated?’ fis one part'of tlie Constitution it s provided that the

.- o e . 4
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* Governor shall not be eligiblé for move than four vears ont of- mg-ht.
Now, if he iselected for two years, and his. administration should be
" very popular.with the peop!e aund they desire its edntinvance, behewng
it fraught with much gaod and importance to their interest, could. théy not
re-elect him 2 If his policy is good, they will support and. re- -elect
- him;; if bad, they will choose some other pérson, in order that meas-
ures’ may pot be maintained aad camed out which they. Lonsxdet Jinju-
rious, W .
* M. Davis said: ‘as.he had been chairman ofthe commmee he wonld
state the term of four years did not entirely meet his approbation, al-
though in accordance with the views of the mn]oruy of the cpmmmee. _
hé should vote for the amendment. , S

¢ [ -
i [

The améndmem was rejected. ICEE o e
Mr Lewis pmposed to add, “and shall’ ’have resided in. the same
‘ fmn‘ years :mmedmtely p’revmus to his election.” AJopled

\

oM. Presitent Rusk moved to strike ofit &b sha‘tl tot be ehgtbh
: far. more than foar yeats in any term ufe:gm ;‘zears : +jec!ed

Mr. And;nm moved m add “ regular” before ¥ time of his matal!ia«‘
uon " ta_provide for contested elections ; & succession of which, without -
such.an amendment, might in time threw n out of the pnww of ths Le-

) gislature to act, Amendmml udOpted ‘

\ Mr. Spotf moved fo smke oirt the wurd i mmve,, wuh a new %b
test the seuse of the Conl venuog ,

. N
R S B A

< Mr Davzs stated that it was the intention af the commulee that' ewm:y

?citizen of 'Péxas, now, from what country soever, he might  be, should

¢ ‘ be entitled ' the Is:xvdegres ofall other citizens, 'and shoyld be ehggble
- 1g aity office in the giftof the people.’ They em,enamed ,ttgaoptu;qn,
“ however, that’ the Governor should be iaken from ame n& the nag,&
bom citizens of the United States. Such was still hus opiniop. g
.Was mllmg that ‘all those here _at ihe adoption of the Consmmwm

should enjoy ahy other office, birt his one ought to §e. éntrusted 10.none
. but those reared up under all the msutuuons of the counlfy ‘

?ﬂ” ‘M. Baylor said: Tt i iy wilh' great nluctance, Mr g:halrman, ;hat I
; intrdde at any time any remarks of mine upon. the Couvention, But_
; it seemns to me'to be my duty oh this occasion to eall the auention of. the‘
“House to one part of the Constitution of the United States. .

L v Art IV. §IL 1. The citizens of éach State shall be entitled jo all
ihe privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States.” :
No\v, I would bare'y suggest for the conszderauon of this Comnﬂ-

-
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tee, if we retain the word '“native’® in the section in question, and which
it is proposed to strike out by the gentlemun from Monigonirry, whethér
we may not be retaining an expression which may bring this clause
1ot collision with the section réferred 10 in- the Constitation of the U,
States. Suppose, a foreigner has by a compliance with all (he provi-
sgions of the acts of Congress relating to naturalization, become under
such actg, a citizen of the United Stutrs. We Lknow that the Genéral
Government bas the right to pass [aws of naturalization. - Ifa foreigber
then comes inlo the United Buates, and complies with the provisions
presciibed in-those laws, he is then entitled to-all ihe immoniliés
rights-and privileges, of any other citizen of the United States, excepts
ing only, in'ure case of certain disqualifications fotnd in the Constitu-
sion itself. .He cangot; for example, be President -of the Utited Statés,
and there may besome other instances of exclusion.  But in every par-
tignlar,” unlcss excluded by the ‘Coanstitution itself, 'he is-entitled to all
the-rights, privileges, and immunities*of every other citizen of the coun-
try.. Them, sit, we will suppese for & moment.that a foreigner who
has been naturalized under the acts of Congress referfed to, shall
emigrate to Texas. * If.wedeny hiw the privilege of being Governor,
shall we not place bim in an'idequality so far asthat office is concern-
- #d, with other citizens of the United States, and by retaining this pecu-
Har expression in out Constitution, may we not come inte conflict” with
the psovision which I have heard? For, sir, thenativecitizen whu should
emigrate here, afier remaining the vsual period, and having arrivéd at
the proper age, would be entitled, if he should receive the sufliagesof.
hig fellow citizens, to be Governor of thig Staté. -} werely thiow out
_ the-suggcstion, because I am extremely solicitoys ta do. nothing which
_even, by implication, could come into collision with any provisien in.
the Conatitution of the United States.  So far as the General Govern-
faent isrgoucerhed, it Was perbiaps wise and pri‘)pe.r'tha; {o(reigma‘rsq
should-be excloded, from-becoming President of the Uhited States. 1t
. wag supposed that none buta pative ought to be elevated 0 'so dignified’
and important.a station.' It wag thought that bis attachment to his home
and coontry; would bind him'to' his native land with strébger ligaments
- than if born in a foreign country. Aud an additional reason was as-
signed by our futhers for this restriction that if foreigners should be
elevated to that'siation, they might be more subject to foreign intrigues;.
and the government might then be weakened and fiually overturoed..
But I'do’not see why they should be refused the privilege'of being elec-
t¢d ‘Governor, in the Constitution we are about to form. 1repeat, in .’
. eohclusion, that it ismy extreme zolicitude not to do any thing, and not.
I-toretain doy thing in’our Constitution which may come into collision
. with the fundamental law of the land, the Constitution of thg United,
Buates; which will idduce me to vote for the ‘amendment proposed- by
the'gentleman fiom Moptgomeéry, “Aduvpted, S -
-4 Lt Y A vl -

;

col
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Adopted: the word “native™ was: slrmken ’but and &b& smrmn us
amended adopted by the. Convemwm Pt

Mr. Cunmnghdm proposed to strike out the 5£h sattion, . and msert "X
place of ita scctmn prowdmg fora ﬁx»edeanmual salery.of- qu thwsand‘
dollars. -~ ;

Mr. Young proposed twantyl’ve hundred L e

" 'Mr. Davis sand that he wou!d exp!am thfx reason- whv ﬂm semmﬂ
was framed by: the committée as it was. . In fixing the salary of the
Gpvémqr there are three things to0 be taken into cansxdmauoh the re.
sp(mmbihw of the office, its duties, andzhﬁabdllv of the goy vernmentilo
‘pay. - And believing that ju.the present condition of the. co:‘;mrv it way
‘Dol in the power of the goverawment o pay. such.gsatary las it should
pey, and ought to pay, when better able, the committee thought -it best
ta legve. it to the discretion of, the Leeglslature, supposing it wonld be fix/
-ed at the first. session-in accordauce, with; present. cucumaanm&s cand:
tbqt ata su‘mequeml. pmud the smlary wnuld; be‘mcreasedg Lo
. eI

f M Farbes mrd he. koped it would b ﬁu‘d mhthe Consutmwn 36
,‘fhero was any, squect rather than another upon which: he cormd?rerb
“himself ‘insracted, it was ecogomy. Heé was anxiois .that sh latiew
should be fixed, and he belivved that the people are willing 10-hnye the
‘Convention' fix them. e thought they should ,be fxed. permanently,
orat |ast for some purmd of time. He believed it the duty of this-body:
to fix the salaries of officers, sothat the. paople may: know - whm l*hey
k have g'xuwd by the ghange of guvemmem. Coada ‘;» PR

LA

&

Mr ‘Hogig said hat he mtmdcd 10 vote agamst the. améndmonl. ¢He
‘Was nnwxlimg that’ tb;s Comemmn should . nuw fix pcrmanemiy ‘sabait
,n%s believiag that, circiimstances at present might require lower salas
.hés than those whxch may be proper and praclicable some mree dr faliy:
yea;s hence. Noz but he would beas, wdllpg as apy-man o -give good:
smmts, but he’ believed the counury entirely unprepaied-at this time
¢ ﬁ‘ﬁx them av what they should be. . He, \\wuia”tberpfora pxeferleav-
mg thxs matler Yo the Lr gwlatum . i ot

“Mr. Moore said he ronsxderod Lblswnq of‘ th mosx lmpmhm qu»s»
“tions submitted 1o this Cnnvemmn Itis very imporiant -to be sble jo,
»mﬂ’the péopie. when your’ Counstitution is framed, how much, thigigovs
‘ernment’ s, fo cost them, Fle was. unwn“mgf to. yary the, .pringic
qsfle contained in this séction, Why say “the salary shall not be'incress-
‘e or diminishied,” &c. Why, is this inserted 2, ‘Becauge you ‘are uin-,
swilling that the Governor’ «,hould go to any. membnr of the Lﬁgmlawre,:
tmd say to him, “vole to give mep high salary pnd I will give you ;
pablic office” It isto prevent him !,rom using; any. undue influence:

Wpon them, and them from using it upon him.” He hoptd that in adopt-

%M
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ing this Constitution the Convention would’ cahrjf otif the views recom-
inended by the committee who reported on yesterday, nad furdished us
with whit they conssdereda correct statemment of ‘the yevémnés bf the
eaumry, and the amouiit of the salaries as thev thought they shoufd ba
establishied, in ordet to comie ‘within the income of the country. ‘When
this’ Gonsmmwn»shall be submitted to the ‘people, it is very desirable 1o
inform them how-much the government will cost.- 1f 1hey should be
féd 1o believe-that it laid lhem dnder a ‘burden of tixation gréater thon
that of ansmna"‘Arkahsas ‘or other’ nwghbm-mg States, they may be
ihduced to vote against it It is importint to ethigraats, fot ifour taxes
fre tob great, fhoy swill tot imuarigrate here.* Lét-our'goveroment be ag _
stable as possible; and the salariesnlss stable; Jot them be so fixed that -
therc'shall be no inducement to the-exercise of undué infiuence between
the various branthes of the govéiament. - Let us make our taxes fight- -
et thanihose of any other country, that'emigration . may pour in in floods;
and when we chall have derived from the industry of those erigrams
“n lnrcre mrplus revenue, it ‘may gonstitute son;aelhmg either towards the
hquldntion ofour pabli¢ debt, ‘ar to &tﬂ"use xha blesxemos* of educauoq

; ufhon'r the chl‘(dfe}i]} tme coumry C . ‘

-

e wd

‘Mr Cdldwelt smd Tt appeared ta* hm& lhat ﬁvrmg tbe sahar‘y of the
Govemor o continte the same as-loig as the Constitution Stands; wou Id‘
present a difficulty. as greatas if it did not contain any salary at ,uil
18'true we do not kiiow at present the exact acount of révenue v‘hlch.
Tiny be antictpmed We might, however, prescribe’ the silary of the
fitst Goverpor, = We'can‘make sottie sort 6f an estimate’of what the ré-
veites will Be'for two or three-years. . But by fixing . the salary now,
we may fix it fat below what ‘the people or govemmem will be able to,
sl hereaﬁen, And, why. narrow down the powers ‘of the Legisla-

;e? Why ngt leave this mattef to the Legislature, which comes di--
m;ly ror he pepple, and is dlrectly reépons ible: | whvm Let the
‘fespongibility be upon their shoulders, and not upoii ours’ He was
mﬁmg to. feave: it to. the Legislature for'the future. If we shall’ sée

rgpex Jo remam as ‘we are, apd 10 become the mammmh Slate ofthe
nion, weshall: be able o aﬁ'ard sahrlgs mych mare liberal than j in cise
é}'& dmsmn m}q two, Btates. * He wayld pre{’er leavmg it, esmblnhmo‘
“perhaps in some ofher part of tiré Constitution what the pay shall be fog

t}zepresem. T FR ORI A R et g

e e i N

Azpendmeni Icst. .

+ Mr, Jones px‘opdspd an nmendmeﬁt gmng lhé ﬁrst Gaverdor '3 @ald-‘ ‘
g thwmbous;md doJiats. ., e e e T

; Mr Dams ;«mggested to add to the’ spcuon “the ﬁr,st Governor sha"
“gecuve a salary of$2 000 and no morc. P

s
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. Me. Youngsaidthat he for one was-jn faver of, paying the officers. of
the State, incloding the Governor, fair salaries.  He beld that the, Gos-
~erpor wag one of the first and wost importagt officers ofthe State; nnd be-
- lieved that bis salary should not be inferior to any in the governinent,
It hag been suggested that the Cogvention wauld be in favor of giving .

the Justices of the Supreme Court a salary of 8,500 aor 8,000 dolars,
He saw no., just reason why their sslaiies should excerd.that of.the
"Gavernar The time of the Governor will be ag exclysively;taken gp
as that of any other, officer. * It is'srue he may haveshis farm of his pey

" groes ;. but so may the Judge of ihe Supreme Gougt. Whyrs,htouidu,\hey‘
be ‘entitled to a greater sajary, when their espenses.are not estimated,ag

* equal to that of the Governar } ‘They are not requited by the nareof
their office to entertain the compapy that the Govarpor must; and he

: eguld see poreason why a Judge should bave a higher salary.. In fact,
" however, he did not helieve that any one of the salaries spoken of is

¢

suflicient. oo - SR

. Mr. Lipscomb said. not having intended to say a word on the subject,

he would only remark that economy in new beginpers in private life,
- is-one ofthe first.virtues: and in a wew begiuning government it is’ ve- -
_ vy dmporiant, e far bne ‘wag not willing to attach asalary of more
* than $2,000 to any office formed by this Coavention..... .~ .~

‘ ‘ Me, ‘B‘d‘yloi’said{‘he shbuid“ voté for moderate @»lafiés"\‘ﬁhr&ig}iéph .
and-more especially so. far asthe Judiciary is concerned, . Hethought

$2,000 sufficient either for'the Execufive or the J udges. . L
e el Pt 1

<’ M. Young said that be néiﬁ\her”‘éﬂi\i’éiﬁﬂ‘t?:d being 'a 1 ddge nor Clov!
‘ernor, bat'expected 'to remain a plain ‘citizen' of Texas! At the santd
tithe he would. like to sée thass officers receive adequaie salaries,  He,’
t00. was in favor ¢f economy, but thete seemed to be some diversity Jf
_opinion. tvith"r(‘g?gaiiir'd:‘lothatﬁ@rih,ti\p,!e.‘ There was, hé believed, a great
" degree of extravagince disguised under the word ‘economy.. ‘He was'
“in favor of paying officers a'fair compensation ~His objéct wits that the’
_ offices stiould be filled by men who'are qualified.” He' for one wasiapy
posed to fixing salaries at so low & point as to.forbid: men of¢apacit
 from filling the offices to which they are auached : and hé was ‘equally
. opposed to fixing them at a point which' wauld exclude dny individual
“'who has not the means within himselt to defray the requisite €xpenses
"-of any station. He wished the matter of compensation to be so arran-
;ged as thatany and every body might aspite to civil offices i though He
: tgg no} wish, on the ether hand, to.enrich any }Jgd;y. bl'; any set of men.

" ?Mr. Jones thought the teniarks of jthe gefitleman on the subject of
compensation did, net apply inthejr full force, tq Texas.  The ?rst,(}on» <
vehtion'is. admitted to' hiave contained a greater' amount of talent dnd
m*‘*ilitv than any body which has since "met’ here, éxceptthis. * And
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thmr"'semcés wor rendered - mtﬁoﬁt compensauon " Hp would osk .
“agy. geatleman here jf we have not had superior talent. upon the bench
gince . the reduction’of the salaries of District Judges? ~He believed,
indeed "that if no salaries were granted, we should secure more intel-
!?Veuce,ﬂxf not more dlsmterestednesa o _ :

o

 The 5th section was 1dopted with amendments :
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the comuiittee rose, reported progress,
and agked leave to sit again, Report adopted. -
« On motion of Mr. Moore, the Bill of Rights was.recommitted..to the ~

eoimmittee on General’ mesmns for revision.. Whemupon, Sy
The Convemmn adjoumed unnl to»morrow mammg, at,halfpasrB
ofdack Lo _

-y

b

e Fnday mof‘nmq, July‘ 18 1840

’I‘he Convenuon met pureuam 10 adjaurnmem‘

Pvayer by the. Chaplam‘ T '

The credeatials of Ballard C. Bagby, a delegnte frorﬁ the cou ity of.,
Red River, were presented : and on motion of Mr. Young, Mr. E?wby
was invited to take his seat as a member of ths body. . .. :

- On motion of Mr./Gage, Mt' Buaby was’ added to lhe commmae on

the State of the Nation,’
‘Mr. Evans prgsented the' petmon of Charles & Hensley. praymcr for

the establishment of a pew county, adjacent to the Forks of the Trinity ;.
which was referred to the comypiitee on the Legislativé Department.
:Me. Lipscomb offered the following resolution ; :

~ Resolved, That the tommlttee on General Proyisions be mstructed to
enguire intothe expediency ofamhonzmg the Legislature to protect, by
law, from forced sale, a'certain’ portion of the propertv of all heads of
fkmllxes o

’Wh:ch wag read and Inid on the table one day, for consxderauon

- My, Hemphll}oﬂ'ered the following, resohmon

_Resolved, That the comimittec on General Provisions be instructed to
inquire into - the expediency of declaring, in the Coustitution, that all.
certificates for headrights, and all claiins, grants, and evidences of title.
ta lands, which were issued to fiztitious persons, or were forged, are, and
the same were, null and void from the begmnmfr o~ '

" On motion of Mr. Young, the rule réquiring the resolutlon to Iay on’

tl{e table ape day for consideration, was suspended.
Judiciary Committes” wis ‘fnsepted, in the place of “Commme on

15

.
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