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326 THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875

JUDGE BALLINGER said he hoped the provision would stand as it
was. A Constitution should be perfected from time to time and in
an easy manner.

MR. MCLEAN spoke in favor of his amendment.
MR. ROBERTSON, of Bell, supported the amendment.
MR. STOCKDALE said he endorsed the attitude of Judge Ballinger

and would support the section as it stood.
The Convention refused to reconsider by a vote of 36 to 43.
MR. FLOURNOY moved to amend Section 48 by inserting after the

word "schools" the words "to the extent especially authorized in

this Constitution." He said that he desired that the Legislature
should be limited in that respect. He thought the committee would
report in favor of one umversity, and that it would be included in
this provision.
MR. GRAVES moved the previous question on the passage of the

article, and was sustained.
The amendment was lost.
The Legislative Article then passed its third reading by a vote

of 50 to 17.

FORTY-SIXTH DAY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 18758s

The School Question Second Reading

MR. ERHARD said he had never spoken before, but he thought he
should say something in favor of free schools. He denied the
wisdom of low appropriations for the public schools, which some

members had advocated because of the poverty of the people. He
said the late administration had left them a heavy debt, but he
thought the State could still bear some taxation for public schools.
He insisted that six months of teaching was far cheaper in its results
than four months. He said he wanted the children educated from
the lowest to the hig -iment knowlei and no
farther at the State’s expense.
JUDGE REAGAN offered to amend Section 3 by putting the poll tax

at $1 instead of $2.

SSThe proceedings for this day were taken from the State Gazette (Austin),
October 29, 1875.
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FORTY-SIXTH DAY 327

MR. JOHNSON, of Collin, offered a substitute providing that in

addition to setting apart one-tenth of the annual revenue of the
State that a poll tax of $1 should be levied on all male inhabitants
between the ages of 21 and 60 years, the money derived to be given
to the free school fund.

JUDGE BALLINGER said that if it was intended to establish a school
system at all the reduction asked for by Judge Reagan would act

injuriously and would be wholly ineffective for the purposes required.
GENERAL WHITFIELD offered the majority report of the Comanittee

on Education in lieu of the special report then before the Convention.
The ayes and nays were called for on the Reagan amendment, and

it was carried by a vote of 43 to 36.
MR. WEST spoke next in favor of a generous provision for the

public free schools,s9

He said: "Mr. President, none of the measures before this Con-
vention suit me, and I suppose it would be impossible for every
one of us to be suited on this subject, as there is an infinite variety of
opinion as to what should be done. I belong to that class who
believe firmly in the immense benefits to be derived from the general
diffusion of knowledge throughout the country. I am one of those
who believe that under every government, under every republican
government at least, under every government where the people
control, that there should be the widest diffusion of intelligence
among the people. I am not, however, one of those who believe in
taxing the people beyond all limit for this purpose. We have not
sufficient means to bear at present very heavy taxation for this object.
I would not therefore favor a proposition such as was offered by
the member from Harris (Mr. Cline), which would create at once
an enormous revenue to be expended for educational purposes; not
because I do not believe it would be beneficial in the long run,
but because we are yet too poor for this--not able to stand it.

"I propose, however, to put nothing in the Constitution which will
forever tie the hands of the Legislature, so that when the time does
come--if it ever does come--when we shall have ample means from
the direct school funds and other sources, and coming in annually
from general taxation, to establish a good system of free primary
schools for the people of Texas, there will be nothing to prevent their
establishment here. We all agree with my friend from Titus (Mr.
McLean) that at present it is impossible to establish schools all over
the State, because of our sparse and scattered settlements, but there

SgMr. West’s remarks were printed n full by the State Gazette (Austin),
November 3, 1875.
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328 THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875

are, nevertheless, many thickly settled parts of the State, where it
can be done now, and my idea is to leave it with the Legislature, so
that a system can be put in operation whenever it may be needed and
can be usefully done.

"That being my view of the case, I have serious objections to the
article now under consideration. I may have to swallow it at last
in default of something better, and I should not be at all surprised
if I do, but I shall make a wry face when I do so. I have also
serious objections to the first clause of the article. It says: ’A
general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the preservation
of the liberties and rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the
Legislature of the State to establish and make statable provision for
the support and maintenance of an efficient system of public free
schools.’
"Ths is too general in its terms. It sounds very well indeed,

and it doubtless announces a correct principle, but it s entirely
too vague and ndefimte to answer any practical purpose. ’It shall
be the duty of the Legtslature to estabhsh and maintain a system of
public free schools,’ but it doesn’t say when or for how many months.
It may be that one, two, five, ten, twenty, forty, or fifty years may
elapse before anything is done. It shall be the duty of the Legisla-
ture to establish free schools whenever the Legislature, in its wisdom,
sees fit to do so. This is much too ndefinite for me, unless we
intend to depart from the faith of the fathers and says, ’we do not
intend to make it incumbent on the Legislature to estabhsh free
schools at all.’ This clause is too general. Whatever we do, let
us do it boldly like men. I believe the gentleman from Galveston
(Mr. Flournoy) frankly and truly stated the object of a large part
of this Convention--I hope not of a majority of it--when in hi
speech he sad that this ’general clause was put there because t was
vague and indefimte, the object being to postpone action m the
hope of creating in time a public sentiment in the State hostile to
public education, and thus at last destroy the whole system.’ It is
hoped in time to imbue the people with the sentiment of my esteemed
friends from Galveston and Calhoun (Mr. Stockdale) that it is
unwise, immoral, and almost a crime n the Government to advance
further in the matter of public free schools. I utterly deny it.
Such an indefinite and vague clause will not satisfy the people, for
they want something substantial. Don’t put them off with generali-
ties. If they ask for bread don’t give them a stone; if they ask
for fish don’t give them a serpent; either let there be a system of
public free schools established, or provided for at the first session
of the Legislature, or if not at the second, or at least at the third
session, or abandon it altogethel. But do not leave it indefinite;
do not dodge or avoid the issue.
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FOIT-SIXTH DAY 329

"I am opposed to the report of the select conumttee for several
other reasons. Amongst them I disapprove of the eighth clause.
I was one of the minority who voted to retain the office of Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction in the Constitution, for I believe that
if we do intend to establish any system at all it is essential to leave
the Legislature with the power at the proper time to place a suitable
head over that department; but having first determined it shall not
be kept up, you next provide for a Board of Education, consisting
of the Governor, the Comptroller, and the Secretary of State, who
have other Important duties to perform, and cannot attend to ths
subject. I pronounce it a farce to say that these or any other State
officers, burdened with othel duties, shall, m connection with those
other duties, attend to it. It is in effect to say that the duties are so
unimportant that the Governor, Comptroller, and Secretary of State
can, in their dle moments--after dinner, while smoking their cigars,
perhaps when the other business of their offices is fimshed--can
attend to this, one of the highest and most important duties in the
State of Texas. We had better march up to this question like men
and accept the proposition of my colleague from Wilhamson (Mr,
Sansom), and have no schools at all, but the people don’t want to
he trifled with at this hour on this or any other question. Let it be
said that there shall or shall not be schools.
"We have made great prormses to the people, and when we leave

these halls they wilt look at our work to see if" we have redeemed
our high sounding pledges. They may find that aftei all our stump
speeches and our declarations here, that we have been just as faith-
less in carrying out our promises to them as the witches were to
Macbeth. They promised him many things, and in one sense, per-
formed their promises, but he finally said to them m the end, ’be
these juggling fmends no more believed, who palter in a double sense
and keep the word ol promise to the ear, but break it to [he hope.’
The people may say the same of us Here we are asserting in good
set phrase that we are m favor of flee public schools, and a general
diffusion of knowledge, and ?et efuse to provide a tax for it, and
refuse to put the system m operatmn. Do )on bebee that you can
practice successfully such an imposition on the people of Texas’?
Leave it out altogether. Be silent on the subject; or if you will not
do that, then put in the Constitution something that will work, for
I do not see how this article can work. Say at least, that at some

period, however distant it may be in the lives of men now living,
we can hope that the State will take upon itself to assist in the
education of her citizens.

"I desire to say one or two things more. I agree with my friend
from Titus (Mr. McLean) that life is too short, and the age pro-
gressed too far for any man now to get up in an enlightened assembly
and say that public education is not a pubhc duty. Yet, to my
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330 THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875

astonishment, he had hardly taken his seat when my friend from
Galveston, Mr. Flournoy, and the honorable gentleman from Cal-
houn, assailed his position, as if he had announced some monstrous
heresy, and proceeded to argue that is no part of the duty of the
State whatever to assist in the education of her children. I desire
on that point to call the attention of this body to one or two authori-
ties, not because I beheve them important, but because of their
particular application. One authority I propose to read from is
Adam Smith; the other is Mr. Say. They are constantly being cited
as authority here. And for the especial benefit of my friend from
Williamson, Mr. Sansom, I will quote from the late Dr. Thornwell,
one of the presidents of the South Carolina College, who stood
during his hfe at the head of the Presbyterian Church in the South,
a church that is in its organizatmn republican, and relies for the
spread of its doctrines upon the intelligence of the people.

"I call the attention of the House to these quotations; they are
brief and remarkable, not only the language is remarkable, but they
are the opinions of very remarkable men.

"Dr. Thornwell, in writing to Governor John Manning, of South
Carolina, says: ’It is the duty of the state to provide for the educa-
tion of its citizens. Adam Smith, who. ia ppps.ed to the direct inter-
terferenc of the Governme ihhi]ei educatiniscnstrained rto
admi-at the education o/the common people ]orms an exception
to hpqip. He says we should be as solicitous that our citizens
should not be ignorant as that they should not be cowards. The
whole passage is so striking,’ says Dr. Thornwell, ’that I will be
pardoned for quoting it.’ He then quotes from Adam Smith as
follows:

’But a coward--a man incapable of either defending or reveng-
ing himself wants one of the most essential parts of the character
of a man. He is as much mutilated in mind as another is in his
body. The same thing may be said of the gross ignorance and stu-
pidity which, in a civilized society, seems as frequently to benumb
the understanding of all the inferior ranks of the people. A man
without the proper use of the intellectual faculties of man is, if
possible, more contemptible than even a coward, and seems to be
mutilated and deformed in a still more essential part of the char-
acter of human nature. The more the people are instructed the less
liable they are to the delusions of enthusiasm and superstition, which,
among ignorant nations, frequently causes the most dreadful dis-
orders.’

"Mr. Say, in his work on Political Economy, says:
’If the community wish to have the benefit of more knowledge

and intelligence among the laboring classes, it must dispense it at
the public charge. byqtqy be attained by thc establishment
o] primary schools o] reading, writing, and arithmetic. These are
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the groundwork of all knowledge, and are quite suffcient for the
civilization of the lower classes. In fact, one cannot call a nation
aivilized, not consequently possessed of the benefits of civilization
until the people at large be instructed in these three particulars.
Till then it will be but partially reclaimed from barbarism.’

"Sir William Hamilton says:
’All experience demonstrates the necessity of state interference

in favor of education. All that Scotland enjoys of popular educa-
tion above the other kingdoms of the British Empire she owes to
the state; and among the principalities of Germany, from Prussia
down to Hesse-Cassel, education is uniformly found to prosper ex-
actly in proportion to the extent of interference and to the unre-
mitted watchfulness of government.’

"These, sir, and hundreds more, might be cited to show the
importance of public education. So much importance did the
fathers of the Republic of Texas attach to the care of public educa-
tion that it was one of their chief complaints against Mexico that
she had failed to provide a system of public education, and for the
diffusion of knowledge. Saying in their Declaration of Independ-
ence: ’It is an axiom in political science that unless the people are
enlightened it is idle to expect the continuance of civil hberty or the
capacity for self-government.’ The fathers believed the refusal of
Mexico to estabhsh a system of public education was a sufficient
cause for war, and they set this complaint side by side with the denial
of the right of trial by jury, and everywhere in the State of Texas
the principles of that Declaration of Independence have been
honored and respected. I mean no disrespect to the committee in
the remarks I have made about their report. I have the highest
respect for them ndividually and collectively, and I believe they
have done honest and good work the best that could have been done
under the circumstances--but their work can be improved materially.

"I have one remark to make regarding Section 3, and desire
to say why I believe the substitute of my friend from Franklin should
be adopted. The report of the special committee says in this section,
’that there shall be set apart annually not more than one-fourth of
the general revenue of the State.’ Under that section this tax may
be as low as one-fiftieth or one-hundredth, or as high as one-fourth.
I can conceive of a time---and it may seem amusing to some of the
members here--when all our places wll be filled in this hall with
intelligent men demanding public education, and they may demand
that all taxes be made higher so the one-fourth may be larger. Let
it be increased or diminished to such an extent as the people deem
necessary, and let the desire to have such taxes come from the people,
and be regulated by the people.

"Just one single word more. There is a way of regaining the
confidence of the people, and of placing before them an organ;e
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law they will adopt. It s by fairly and bravely marching up to this
and other questions, and responding to the public sentiment. Let
us draft a Constitution which will have emblazoned on its front page,
’low taxes and economical administration of the Government, free
lands, free schools, free suffrage, and free speech,’ and you will
make a Consmution that wll be adopted; but if you propose to
drive off immigrants, cry down immigration, and shut the doors
against public education, take my word for t, the people will tell
you that they will have none of your work, and rightfully too. They
will reject your Constitution, and turn their backs upon you and
your work."

JUDGE IEAGAN said he would, in his renarks, represent his con-

sttueney, and not his own views, which he did not propose to discuss
at all. He said he would support the report of the committee,
behewng that the people were too poor to bear a greater tax than
one-tenth of 1 per cent. That had been the sentiment as expressed
during the canvass in his district.
MR. MOORE asked why Judge Reagan had proposed to reduce the

poll tax from $2 to $1, which would reduce the school fund to the
extent of $200,000.

JUDGE REAGAN replied because it was an unusual tax, and the
people were opposed to unusual taxes.

JUDGE BALLINGER said that in Mississipp the poll tax was as high
at $3 and that the ctizens of Nevada paid a poll tax of $2.
JUDGE REAGAN rephed that there were gold and silver mines in

that state, and the people had not had their property destroyed and
confiscated as the Texas people had.
MR. McCorcr: said he wanted to know what property had been

destroyed and confiscated in Texas.
JUDGE REAGAN said he referred to the loss of negro property, and

to the general suffering occasioned by the Civil War.
MR. RUSSELL, of Harrison, spoke in favor of public schools,s

He said: "Mr. President, deeply impressed with the importance
of the subject under consideration, I am not content to simply
cast my vote, but feel constrained to say something in behalf of
popular education This question has been thoroughly canvassed
in the State, and at no place has it met with serious objection.
Gentlemen have asserted on this floor that the people are opposed
to public free schools. This assertion is clearly erroneous, as in
every instance where they have had an opportunity to speak on the

9OHms speech was printed n the State Gazette (Austin), November 4, 1875.
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subject they have, through their accredited delegates, pronounced
in favor of free schools. In what precinct, county, dlstrct, or
state convention of either political party have free schools been
denounced? How are we to know the sentiments of the people upon
any question, unless through the medium of their conventions? The
pohtical parties of this State have vied with one another to convince
the people of the soundness of their views, the superiority of their
patriotism, and the strength of their position upon ths all-important
measure. The Democratic party, in convention assembled, in Sep-
tember, 1873, representing every county and precinct in Texas, with
perfect unanimity, pledged the people of Texas that, f placed in
power, it would establish and maintain a liberal system of free
schools. Mr. President, it has been placed in power. Has it re-
deemed and complied with that sacred pledge, which was prominent
in giving it power? Was that pledge a fraud? The issue is made
and the Convention must decide.

"The press of the State, with commendable unanimity, are im-
ploring this Convention to provide for free schools. Are we, sir,
to turn a deaf ear to every reflex of public sentiment? Are we to
blindly shut our eyes to the fact that gnorance s a curse to any
country, and that the people are clamoring for its destruction? I
hope not. The education of the masses is the lmperatxve duty of
the Government. Is it not a matter of public policy, associated
wth the life and existence of the Government, that they should be
educated9 Does not the State, taking into consideration the neces-
sity of preserwng her free institutions, of emulating the wisdom and
patriotism of those who are marching on with advanced progress
and civilization, demand this of her lawmakers? Who can deny
the necessity of education? If the necessity exists, a remedy should
be provided. If the remedy is without the power of the parent or
guardian, then, in that case, Mr. President, the State of Texas, in
consideration of her own greatness, of those now sleeping in the
tomb who fought and shed their life blood for her ever memorable
past, who, by their own blood and sufferings established for her a
glorious and enwed future; who consecrated their lives on death’s
camping ground, to redeem her from oppression and ignorance,
ought to provide a remedy.

"Texas cannot afford to repudiate her glorious past, nor stifle and
resist the demands of the ignorant and helpness now; nor can she,
Mr. President, afford to coil the serpent of ignorance around the
cradle of knowledge and damn forever, amid the wreck and ruin of
all her past, her present, and her envied future. Not able to afford
her own ruin she should, with care and watchful nterest, provide
against the ruin of her citizens. How is she to do this? The
answer is plain and the duty obvious: Erect in every neighborhood
public free schools the tombstones of gnorance, the joy of the
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334 THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875

"bright-eyed children of Texas, and the hope and comfort of the
parent. The ingress of knowledge in our glorious land will be an
egress of vice in an unlimited degree. Texas, by educating her
children, makes of them good citizens, prepares them for the higher
wa..-hfe, inspires in them a love of country, and binds them
gratefully to her liberties, her institutions, and her interests, for her
kind beneficence.

"The parent is the natural guardian of the child, the State its

legal guardian. To the mental and physical actions of the child the
State, through her eleemosynary institutions, supplies its wants and
administers to its infirmities. Is it not, Mr. President, equally
incumbent upon the State to administer to its stohd ignorance, to its
untutored and uncultured brain? If it is right, and the power exists
to tax the people for the support of the eleemosynary institutions,
it is equally right, just, honorable, and humane to tax them for
the support and maintenance of her institutions of learning. The
use or the necessity of the former depends, in a great measure, upon
the encouragement the latter receives. The asylums of the insane
would become practically useless, if the asylums of learning were
increased and properly encouraged. The asylums for the felon and
houses of correction for the ignorant and unfortunate youths would
be in a great measure dispensed with, if they could but know the law,
to provide against its infraction. If ignorance is a crime, it ought
to be plead in justification of crime. Yet, slr, we are told in effect
that we must encourage ignorance, the progenitor of crime, but we
must condemn into infamy and ruin the results of ignorance. This
is an unsound doctrine, bad policy, and above all disastrous to the
interests of Texas and destructive of her fair name, which is dear
to us all.
"Now, Mr. President, what resources has the State to provide for

the education of her youth? The provision made in Section 2 of
the majority report o a few days ago amounts to nothing--a mere
myth. It cannot subserve the purposes intended. The public do-
main cannot for years be so utilized as to be of any practical benefit
in maintaining public schools. Under the predmption privileges
incorporated in our Constitution, a ruinous speculative system is
encouraged; persons, under the guise and pretext of being actual
settlers, backed by a statute now in force, have gutted and continue
to gut the best sections of the public domain, and in kind and
gracious consideration for the ignorant of the State, leave the pitiful
remnant for the support of schools. If in this domain the State
entertains the hope to so utilize it as to make it of substantial
value, and by it to create a fund of some magnitude that will be
sufficient to educate_ her youths, she should abolish preemption grants
and subdivide every alternate section and dispose of them as her
interests dictate. Speculators are preying upon her domain in the
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guise of actual settlers. This should be stopped, and no such sub-
terfuges as have been resorted to by pretended settlers to butcher
the domain of the State, should longer exist. This Convention will
be recreant to its duty unless it provides for a disposition by sale of
the public domain to actual bona fide settlers, men who will operate
and utilize it, and none other. This, Mr. President, will create
a splendid fund, and a perpetual one, for the education of the youth
in the near future. It cannot be seriously contended that it can
possibly be of any substantial and practical benefit now, the time
it is so greatly needed.

"Then, sir, a plain duty addresses itself to this Convention. Is it
competent for the task? Does it desire to give or estabhsh a bona
fide system of free schools for the education of the children? And
will it provide for the raising of a bona fide and substantial fund for
the support of such a system? Is this its object? Is this its desire?
There is no compromise ground between its duty and authority to
establish a liberal system of free schools to be maintained by tax-
atlon or otherwise, and the flimsy pretext that it will exercise doubt-
ful authority m doing so. We must either declare, m no mstaken
manner, in favor of a hberal system, with a splendid provision to
maintain it, or abandon in toto the whole matter. Let us not have
any pretended system that will act as a delusion upon the people
in sugar-coating the ratification of our labors. But, sir, let us meet
this question as its importance demands, and as will, if met properly,
result in great good to the people of Texas.
"Our republican institutions rest upon the common intelligence of

the people. Therefore, one of the highest duties of a republican
government is the education of ts people; for without education
there can be no progress, as without intelligence there is no civiliza-
tion. These memorable words, emanating from a distinguished
friend of our nstltutlons, should meet wth a hearty approbation.
The experience of our country teaches the solemn truth they contain,
and it should be our highest aim to profit by them. In the ablest
article on the subject of education which it has been my pleasure to
read, the Galveston News very truly says, ’every mind was made for
growth, for knowledge, and its nature is sinned against when it is
doomed to ignorance. Education s to the intellect what muscles
are to the principles of physical life. Government no longer exists
for the benefit of the Governor, for the pomp and pleasure of a few,
but for the good, the safety, and the rghts of all.’

"This, sir, is the true keynote. The greatest enemy of our nature
and faculties is ignorance. To be useful as citizens, to promote the
good and safety of our restitutions, and to protect the rights of all,
we should train and cultivate the intellect for mental endurance
as we would harden the muscles for physical endurance. We must
educate if we will be free. We must educate if we wll be en-
lightened, prosperous, and happy. Without these great essentials
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affor&ng our protection, the demand for the liberties of the people
will be as a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. If the provi-
sion in Section 2 in the report referred to is inadequate, surely
Section 3 of the same report only in a very partial make-believe
manner attempts to supply the inadequacy of its predecessor. Sec-
tion 3 provides that not more than one-tenth of the revenue derived
from taxation for general purposes shall be set aside annually, in
connection with $1 poll tax, for a school fund. Now, assuming
as a basis that the State tax is 50 cents on the $100 of valuation,
and deducting from this 20 cents which is absolutely necessary to
pay the interest on our bonded debt, there remains 30 cents for
geenral purposes; one-tenth of this amount, and we have the abor-
tionate sum of 3 cents, or a revenue of about $75,000, added to
about 200,000 polls, with which to maintain a school system for our
great and growing State. This sum will give us about one month’s
schooling.

"The majority report of the special committee, to whom was
referred all previous reports and amendments, in Section I says
that ’it shall be the duty of the Legislature of the State to establish
and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of an
efficient system of pubhc free schools.’ This is all very good so
far as it goes, but the question arises, for what length of time shall
schools be maintained in each year? And when shall the Legisla-
ture establish the system? This report leaves an important feature
in uncertainty, when it should have fixed at least a mininvm number
of months that schools should be maintained. The same objections
raised to the sufficiency of the fund in Sections 2 and 3 of the
majority report first referred to, will apply with equal force to
Section 2 of this report, because the fund relied on cannot be made
available now.

"Section 3 of the report of the special committee provided ’that
there shall be set apart annually, not more than one-fourth the
general revenue of the State and a poll tax of $2 on all the malg
inhabitants between the ages of 21 and 60 years, for the benefit of
public free schools.’ Assuming that the Legislature wll set apart
as much as one-fourth (when it will have the authority to set apart
less), there will be realized only a fund of about $300,000 from the
monied men and property holders, when by the same section there
will be absolutely realized $2 from each poll in the State, making
a fund of $400,000 to be drawn from the poor man. The true effect
of this proposition is to wrench from the poor at least $100,000
inore annually, for the support and maintenance of the schools, than
there will be, under any contingency, contributed by the property
holders.

"The main object of public free schools is to educate the masses;
to Wh( are unabIe, by reason of their Unfortunate
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condition, to educate themselves; but if the persons sought to be
relieved hnd-provided for by a free school system, are to hear the
burden, we should cease all efforts toward having a system. Believ-
ing, sir, that the burdens of government should be distributed, so as
to bear equally upon all, I can come to no other conclusion but that
this section is an ingenious device and attempt to oppress the poor
for the benefit of the rich, to make the burdens of government fall
with more weight upon a class less able to bear them. This report
favors, ’a general diffusion of knowledge’ and absolutely binds the
Legislature to ’establish and make a suitable provision for the sup-
port and maintenance of an efficient system,’ but fails to make such
a provision, as will enable the Legislature to carry out its instruc-
tions. The right to tax is wrtually admitted in all the reports, then
the only matter left in dispute is the amount of funds necessary to
establish and maintain a system. I think, sir, that I have clearly
shown the inutility of Section 2 and the inadequacy of Section 3 in
both of the majority reports. If this be so, then it is clearly the duty
of this Convention to adopt measures for the utihzation of the public
domain as a perpetual school fund, and adopt the substitute offered
by myself, which will raise a sufficient fund for the immediate estab-
lishment of a good and liberal free school system. It is no answer
to the charge ’that we are opposed to free schools,’ to leave the
whole matter to the Legislature. We must not dodge the issue or in
any manner shirk the responsibility of this important matter, which
should receave the sanction of organic law.

"Our present organic law contains in the main a good system,
and which was endorsed by a majority of 30,000 over each of the
candidates for Governor. To deny this endorsement of the system,
it is no answer to denounce the abuse of it. Under the DeGrees
system, as it is termed, we had about six officials in the county; under
the present management there are three trustees in each precinct,
besides the directors, which amounts in some counties to near fifty
officials. I have not adverted to these two systems in any manner
to reflect upon their management, but only to show that the Con-
situation is not at fault in this particular, but that irom the legisla-
tion under t has arisen the abuses we now complain of. Mr.
President, if we by mature deliberation now perfect a good system,
endowed by a sufficient provision to maintain it, the people of Texas
will have, m a very short time, an opportunity to ratify or reject
our work. To have our labors receive their endorsement, we should,
without fail, provide for the schooling of their ehilclren. Let us
not impose upon the Legislature duties appertaining to us. To do so
would have the organic law framers occupy an equivocal position
upon a matter of great public pohey, affecting vitally the dearest
institutions and interests of our State.
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"Let us form the system and direct its operations; then no abuses
can arise. ’That the Constitution of Texas shall never be so amended
as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the United States
of the school rights and privileges secured by the Constitution of said
State’ was the sacred compact entered into by and between the people
of Texas and the Congress of the United States. A promise to
eomply with the compact determined our admission into the Union.
Let us not break our pledge to gratify our prejudice. The Demo-
cratic party of Texas s pledged to free schools. It has been charged
with being the party of false pretensions, particularly on ths subject,
and has often denied the charge. Will this Convention verify the
charge0 Or will it deny it? As the eloquent gentleman from
Houston says that he did so on all occasions for and in behalf of his
party, will it deny it? The Democratic party claims to possess all
the integrity, intelligence, and purity of Texas (I, of course, take
issue with such a terrible assumption of virtue), and I ask, sr, wll
it, in the name of integrity, violate honorable pledges? In the name
of intelhgence, will it suppress education? Wll it, in the name
of purity, encourage ignorance and vice? Pleading in behalf of
free education, I beg of the majority in this Convention to stand by
the ’time-honored principles’ that elected their ticket in 1873. If it
does not, the ’tdal wave’ that gave their party-boat safe harbor
in 1873, will strand t on the sand-bar of ignorance in 1875, and
bury its wreck amid the causes of her defeat.

"The gentleman from Calhoun, Mr. Stockdale, and from Gal-
veston, Mr. Flournoy, deprecate any action or control by the State
of the free school system; they apprehend that the State will forcibly
drag the child across the threshold of the parent into the school
room, where the decalogue will be erroneously taught, where t will
be imbued with erroneous ideas of rehgion and modes and nanners
of worship; where the parent loses control, and the child is reared
and imbued with sentiments foreign to the teachings, care, and wishes
of the parent. Sr, the answer to this is easy. Give the child a
common school education, and he will himself learn and love the
decalogue; he will form his own ideas of religion and mode of wor-
ship; he will learn the laws and obey them, in cultivating his intel-
lect, he will appreciate his moral worth, in short, under the foster-
ing care of the State, he will become a useful citizen, loving and
admiring civil and religious freedom and detesting crime and vice m
every quarter.
"The education of the masses will, in a great measure, destroy

crime; it is the great civilizer of all countries. The gentleman from
Nueces attempted to show that the statistics of Massachusetts exhib-
ited an enormous increase of crime, notwithstanding her admirable
system of education, and argued that to educate the people is no
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answer to the prevalence of crime. Surprised am I, sir, that this
should come from so distinguished a gentleman from the West.
Why, sir, only a few days ago, when an amendment was offered by
the gentleman from Lavaca, Mr. Arnim, opposing further land
grants to railroads and to other corporations, a general protest was
made by our friends from the West! And especially, sir, did the
gentleman (Mr. Murphy) denounce n no uncertain sound, such a
policy; he contended that it would be ruinous to the West, that it
would continue to sacrifice to the marauding desperadoes the dearest
interests of the people, and the hves of the helpless and unfortunate.
He wanted the railroads to aid in civilizing the far west, and be a
means of driving back the savage and destroying crime. He claimed
that railroads are great arteries distributing in their paths civiliza-
tion, peace, and prosperity. Yes, Mr. President, they are, and to all
this I add my hulnble concurrence.

"But, sir, I think the gentleman inconsistent, when, one day he
advocates the civilization of the country and suppression of crime by
the construction of railroads, and resists on another, the idea that the
adoption of a system of education will also be a strong bulwark in
aid of civilization, and of eradicating the evils arising from agnorance
and vice. What is it that gives quiet and content to a community,
but reverence and respect for the laws, caused by the enlightenment
of the people?

"Several of the speakers have referred to the Prussian system of
education and denounced it as alleged, ’that the Government arbi-
trarily directs the will of the people n their school affairs.’ Ths,
I conceive, to be a wrong impression. And while I am not thor-
oughly conversant with her system of education and laws, I feel
assured to speak in her behalf in regard to one thing. Her people
reverence and respect the laws. Why this respect and reverence?
Because they are enlightened. Why is it they make good cihzens and
love with unbounded fidehty their country and its institutions?
Because they are enlightened. Yes, sir, this is so. Whence comes
this enhghtenment but from her system of education and its practical
operation? Go where you will over this broad land, and, sir,
wherever you find a German or Prussian, you find a man who loves,
honors, obeys, and respects the law, its oticers and makers. No
resistance of the law comes from them, but the same fidelity and
love of country and its institutions that inspired and actuated the
’league of liberty,’ in days gone by, to throw off the galling yoke
of tyranny and ignorance now animates and glows within the bosom
of every true German.

"In conclusion, Mr. President, I ask that we do not pursue a policy
that will be a pretended system in our organic law, and such a fund
as will be a myth in sustaining the system; but let us obey the
promptings of humanity, actuated by a sense of justice and public
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policy, and provide a liberal and substantial system of free education
to all the children, that the ignorant may become more enlightened,
and in being so a proper reverence and respect for the laws will be
diffused hand in hand with knowledge, the ’hand-maid of religion.’
MR. McCoRMICK said that in the canvass he had appealed to the

white people to encourage education, so that those opposed to them
in political principles might learn to appreciate their motives. He
did not believe Texas was too poor to support a system of free
schools; if so, why had they been inviting the poor from all countries
and states, telling them of their generous soil and people and of their
noble impulses? He said he held m his hand the Constitution of
grand old Virginia, and where Mr. Reagan could find one dollar’s
loss in Texas he could find a hundred there. She not only lost three
times as many slaves as Texas, but her soil was literally devastated
and her sons butchered, and she was left with a debt of $40,000,000
and divided by the Republican party into two states; yet the grand
old state had declared that not less than five mills on the dollar
should be appropriated for educational purposes, and yet Texas, a

young giant, was too poor to support a system of free education.
He found himself in a peculiar position on this question, in agreeing
with the gentleman from Harrison, and dsagreeing with the old
Democratic war-horse from Anderson, yet he was true to the Demo-
cratic platform of 1873 under the sign manual of the latter. He
might tell his people the truth that he and they were too poor to

favor the establishment of a system of free schools, but what could
he say when they asked him if the gentleman from Anderson, and
his people were too poor? Were they too poor in point of fact?
Was the State of Texas too poor to educate her children in morals
and a common school education? He argued that if that were so,
there should be a provision in the Bill of Rights that immigration
should never be prohibited from the State. Texas was richer than
when she went into the war, and if the gentleman from Anderson and
others would only keep a stiff upper lip and stand like men and
give the people a good system of education they would make Texas
an empire---not in government, but in wealth and intelligence, such
as their children would be glad to look back to with pride, and say

lThe Democratic press prmsed highly the above speech of Mr. Russell,
Rgpubhcan leader Jn the Conventmn. See the comments of the Waeo Re,ter
in the State Gazette (Austin), November 4, 1875
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that their fathers inhabited the land. Should it go out to the
people of Europe and the old states that they could not afford
25 cents on the $100 for free schools? He could tell them that
it would do more to injure the prosperity of Texas than would all
besides. It would injure them more than the defeat of the Consti-
tution, which he considered would be one of the greatest calamities
of all.
MR. JOHNSON, of Frankhn, spoke next on schools.
He said: "Mr. President, we have now come to the most im-

portant yet the most difficult question that has or will come before us.
The value of public free schools is no longer an unsettled question.
as the right to tax the citizen for educating the children of the State
is no longer an open question. The one has been settled by the ex-
perience of the civilized world; the other was closed by a clause in
the Declaration of Texas Independence. But whilst this is all true
yet the object of the free school was so perverted for a term of years,
and the taxes to support them have been so excessively burdensome,
that the public mind has become, in some places, prejudiced against
this system of education, and some good citizens made to questlon
the propriety, yea, even the right, to tax the property of the State
for this purpose. The tax created by the organic law of 1869 would
have been oppressive in any probable condition of the country, but
this, coupled as it has been for the last few years with the universal
shrinking of all values, especially that of our principal staple com-
modities, has made a burden too heavy to be borne, even though
attended with the most beneficent results; but unfortunately there
have been no such following, for after a quiet submission to these
hard exactions the people, at one period at least, were forced to the
bitter humiliation of seeing their hard earnings squandered by the
mismanagement of incompetent, or what may be worse, dishonest
officials. With this condition of things, and this state of the public
mind, what is the wise course to be pursued? The gentleman from
Harrison, Mr. Russell, and some others, would persuade us to adopt
and perpetuate the provision of 1869, promising that time will
develop the most happy results, but we cannot forget that its opera-
ton has been so oppressive as in many instances to defeat its own
ends, the parents not being able to spare the children for the school
room, being compelled to keep them in the field to meet the enor-
mous tax levied for this purpose. Shall we not prove equal to the
great work of making the follies and errors of the past mnister to the
wisdom of the present n gving to the country some prowsions for
free schools that will now be and continue to be acceptable to the

92His speech was printed full by the State Gazette (Austin), November
12, 1875.
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people? Further, this would indicate in us a want of the knowledge
of adaptation, a culpable ignorance of all the surroundings. For,
after all, the greatest evil resultant from the educational article of
1869 was not the hardships and inconveniences imposed upon the
citizens without commensurate returns, but in the alienation of the
public mind from the whole system of public free schools; it is easy
to outlive its past evil, but how hard to outlive its future evil.

"Sir, m offering this substitute for the third section of the article
on education, I hoped to meet the wants of the country, to bring
together the discordant materials here. preserve a great principle,
and secure the approbation of our various constituents for being
taken literally from the Constitution of 1845; with a small addition
it wll go before the country with all the prestige of that deservedly
popular instrument. It simply provides for setting apart one-tenth
of the annual revenue derivable from taxation with an additional $1
poll tax levied on all male inhabitants between the ages of 21 and 60
years, for educational purposes. The object of including this last
sum is not so much the amount of money it brings, but the higher
object of identifying every non-property holder with the school
system, and as far as possible to give every child a home feeling
in the school room. Now, sir, I confess this looks hke a poor
apology for a great system of free schools, yet it will bring a sum
sufficient to meet the pressing necessities of the present, keep the
whole thing in operation, while our institutions, laws, and customs
are being gradually conformed to it, until all our resources can be
husbanded and made available in building up the grandest system of
public free schools the world ever saw, all left to future legislation to
develop and perfect as future wisdom may dictate.
"The objection to the original section is, that it sets aside no

specific sum; it does not positively commit the State to the principle
of taxation for educational purposes, but leaves it optional with the
Legislature to do or not to do. I would not say as some have sad
that this section is a fraud, for I think it not improbable that the first
Legislature would make it conform to the substitute; but I will say
that the speeches of some of its friends show plainly that the hope
of its being operative secures their support, its chief virtue to them
being its non-committal character. Sr, we must not forget that the
right and duty of the Government to make some provision for the
education of the children has ever been the settled policy of Texas.
It was asserted as a principle in the Declaration of Independence;
it was reasserted in the organic law by the patriots of 1845, and is
it not more imperative now to vindicate that principle at a time
when the gross abuses of the preceding administration have estranged
the hearts of the people and made even the advantages of a free
school a debatable question, when four years’ incubation of corrupt
officials on the school fraud has hatched the foul, pernicious dogma,
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’no right to tax property for educating the children. A lodgment
of this dogma in the public mind would be as a coiled serpent In the
bosom; and I see it is already looking to this non-committal section
in which to nest itself until fully fledged and able to fly to do its
mischief. Sir, to gainsay the obligation of property to contribute to
the development of the manhood that gives it protection is to gainsay
the Divine law; to deny the gain to wealth from imparting its quota
to the unfolding and beauhfymg of the mind upon which honesty
hangs its own preservation. It s to tly in the face of destiny.
"Whence comes the greater part of the happiness of humanity?

Is it not from good government, as the larger part of human misery,
is attributable to bad government? Whence comes good govern-
ment? Does it spring out of the ground? Is it a thing of chance,
ol is it not rather the offspring of wisdom? Whence comes the
wisdom that governs a republic? Is it not the aggregate wisdom of
the whole people? Then is not every enlargement of the human
mind by education an accretion of the great volume of the national
wisdom, a preparation of the voter in embryo to meet with becoming
fitness the delicate and solemn responslbilihes, for the exercise of
which he is to be answerable at the tribunal of patriotism? And is
not an ignoring of this principle a silent acquiesence in the prostra-
tion of the future manhood that is to pillar the edifice of liberty,
an indirect encouragement of the venalihes of gnorance, an official
notice that political intelligence and political virtue may be dis-
pensable m a free government9 Sir, a more damnable political
dogma was never spawned in the midst of a free people. Sir, no
wealth gives so big a part of itself for the happiness of the many as
the wealth of mind. Whilst it is all important to husband the
material resources of the country, it is far more important that the
rrlnd be fostered which is to control them, for without the proper
control they may revert to a curse. History, ancient and modern,
afford some melancholy illustrations of this; a nation rich in all the
resources that contribute to the wealth of a people, has been precipi-
tated to irremediable ruin for the want of mind to wisely direct those
resources.
"No greater calamity can befall any country than the failure of its

minds to keep pace with the increase of its material wealth. Such
a people must sooner or later meet the fate of the man who, standing
before the work of his inventive genius, maddened at the sight of
its complicated machinery in motion, threw himself among its whirl-
ing wheels and was cut to pieces by the workmanship of his own
hands. It would be sad to think that even at some far distant day
such a fate awaits our own beloved State. Mr. President, I was
astonished to hear the gentleman from Anderson (Judge Reagan}
attack with such fierceness the proposition in the substitute to set
apart for educating the children one-tenth of the annual revenue.

Property of Tarlton Law Library, Jamail Center for Legal Research, The University of Texas School of Law



344 THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875

Does this opposition come from an objection to the principle of
taxing property for educational purposes? He dd not tell us, but
told us of the great poverty of the country. This comes rather
ungracefully from one who has advocated the highest salaries for
State officials, extravagant appropriations for an immigration bureau,
and all other so-called hberal measures. Hs eyes are now for the
first time open to the waste places, and, as one n suffering, he points
to the depletion of the country, crying that in the rural districts every
place is empty, the corn-crib, the smoke house, the larder are all
empty. Unfortunately the gentleman has stopped too soon. Had
he gone into the dwelling and peeped into the trundle bed he would
have found it right full. (Laughter.) He would have seen a sight
that doubtless would have made him relent his opposition to a
measure that looks alone to the good of these httle fellows. Judging
from his speech, I thought he had stolen the thunder of my friend
Russell, of Wood; for we all remember when protesting against high
salaries, how plaintively Russell told of the poverty of the people.
On this subject he mourned for the gentleman, but he would not
lament though he mourned as a turtle, and I in my own feeble way
piped this music to him and he would not dance."

JUDGE REAGAN interrupted to say that he wished to tell the gentle-
man that his wife had arrved m Austin, and that he would need a

guardian no longer. (Laughter.)
MR. JOHNSON: "Sir, I had supposed from some of the gentleman’s

votes and speeches that his guardian was stA1 absent; however, the
arrival is as timely as recent." (Increased laughter "Sir, I did not

suspect that the dogma denounced was earthed in the gentleman’s
bosom. If I had, I should have sought to unearth t; but if hs
speech failed to do this, the language at least indicated a warm
friend cooling. I would take this occasion to say to the gentleman
that no remarks of mine shall show intentionally a lack of apprecia-
tion of his high character. I have ever felt proud of his high posa-
tion in the councils of the nation, and when he was called to the
cabinet of the great chieftain of the Lost Cause, I felt. in common
with all our people, that Texas had contributed her best gift. Should
I deal unreservedly with some of his remarks and acts, he will re-
member that t is not because I love him the less, but love my country
the more.

"In answer to the argument based in the depleted finances of th
country, I would say that this same sum was set apart in the Constitu-
tion of 1845, at a time in our history of unparalleled monied depres-
sion; when cows and calves were the principal circulating medium,
and hides and peltries the chief staple commodities. This provision,
which exacted specie payment, continued in operation for twenty
years; yet with all the changes and vicissitudes of fortune attending
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those years, no Texan ear ever heard a protest against the administra-
tion of this law, for our people th.en saw, as if by Intuition, that in a
climate that ripens the human body to perfection as the soil pushes
the plant to maturity, there must be a corresponding development of
mind ’that nature be kept under foot.’ Then if mental culture was
a necessity an 1845, it will be now, and continue to be more indis-
pensable as a greater exercise of the mind will be requared to perform
the duties expected and reqmred of a man. In the language of
another, and I repeat it with reverence, now and hereafter it is going
to take mole to make a man, for in this age of steam and labor-
saving machinery it will require as much activity of mind to keep
from being run over by the implements of trade and husbandry, as

was needed a half a century ago to do the work.
"Pubhc’attention is being directed to the ammense waste of labor

from the lack of the mind to &rect the muscle; from the want of
wisdom to choose the best ends and adapt the best means for their
accomphshment m the best way and at the best tame. It is esti-
mated that one-fourth of all our labor as wasted, spalt as milk on the
ground. How is this leakage of human muscle to be stopped? The
experiences of the age tell us by educating. Mr. President, we have
been reminded by the gentleman from Harrison of the pledges of
the democracy to liberal free schools. These pledges, coupled with
one of the causes alleged for the separation from Mexico, no facilities
for education by the Government, made him ask the question, ’Will
you go back on your record,’ singularly pertinent. It brings home
to us a double accusation of betrayment, so that whale the Republi-
cans charge us with a violation of our own faith, the Mexican
greaser can charge us with the stultification of our fathers. I ask,
sir, can the corporations, the railroads, the monopolists, who have
aggregated so much of the wealth of the country, afford to array
themselves against the payment of this pxttance to the State’s chil-
dren? Would it not be to say that they trusted more to the indul-
gence of gnorance than to the justice of wisdom? Is it, after all, an
undue sensitiveness to their interest that compromits my distngmshed
friend to a course that so blots his conventional register? How lly
does his course on this questaon accord with his zealous pleadings
for high salaries and extravagant appropriations for an immigration
bureau, salaries and appropriations that would have startled and
shocked the public mind a few years ago. What is more strange is
that it is dscrepant with his life’s history. We are told that in
ancient days there was a great prophet who saw the future good as

though it lay at his feet, yet in aftertames his vision was more limited
than the beast upon which he sat, and which grew arascible at the
resistance of his will.
"Now, sir, when we were debating those measures that looked so

extravagant to my friend from Wood, in his zeal he threw himself
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in the way of the gentleman, essaying, though not harshly, to stop
him. Why, sir, he smote him as though he had been a dumb beast.
Yet many of us thought that he might be the good angel of Texas
with the naked sword in hand standing in the way, so plainly to be
seen, that we hoped that a dumb beast (monopolist) might see and
make audible warning.

"Mr. President, the gentleman objects to the latitude given by the
substitute to the Legislature. In this we see but a continuation of
the same inconsistency. When many of us were seeking to throw
around that body wholesome restrictions in all cases where the
seductions of power )r the blandishments of money might be brought
to bear in warping the better judgment, that gentleman, with others,
asked indignantly if we thought that our election had exhausted all
the patriotism of the country; a change of subject has worked an
incredible abatement of confidence. Yet, in this case, no corrupting
influences can possibly be used, as no seducements are in the hands
of the poor children who are to be made the beneficiaries.

"Sir, in voting as I have done heretofore for all necessary limita-
tions upon the power of the Legislature, I did so to meet the public
expectation, to quiet the public mind, and to provide against possible
contingencies. But I will now say what I have not said before.
have great hope in the lawmakers who are to follow us. If I read
aright the politics of our country, which for a few years has been
the cesspool of corruption, the foul receptacle of every unclean
thing, will be for the future as free from corruption as any other
department of social life. The great upheaving of political com-
munities, the mighty ground swell of society has thrown up, and
will continue to throw up to the high places the best and purest
of men. The high character of this body today is a warranter of the
character of those who are to follow.
"A class who passively acquiesced in being hewers of wood and

drawers of water; a class, the larger part of the human family, who
for ages past have been as dumb as sheep before the shearer dumb,
and who might have continued dumb for ages to come had the
shearers kept the shears in the fleece; but the piercings of the sharp
blade beneath the skin hath broken loose the mute bound tongue,
and a voice has gone out through all the land protesting against the
wrong, and it comes up to the council halls demanding in tones of
thunder that all legislation should be for the greatest good to the
greatest number. A voice comes ready to challenge every hand that
touches the reins of government unless warmed by the life current
that flows directly from the great throbbing heart of the people.
Sir, a young giant has sprung up from out of the dust that no
Laocoon can strangle, whether it be in the form of a monopoly or of
a subsidized press. Conscious of his swelling strength, he will speak
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to the enemy in the gate and bear a charmed life against the adver-
saries of the toiling, industrious masses, unless forgetful of his high
destiny, his great mission, he should bow his broad young shoulders
to take on selfish ambition and bear it to the pinnacle of power.
Then when he lays the burden down, his strength will be gone,
and like a great giant of old, shorn of his strength and sightless, he
will spend the remainder of his days in toiling for the sport and
profit of the enemy.

"Mr. President, in closing, I would ask those gentlemen who have
been so long identified with the history of Texas, are you prepared
to have this Convention erase a clause m the Declaration of Texan
Independence? Are the people prepared for it? I received a letter
a few days ago from one of our most distinguished educators, Dr.
Burleson, who, from his identity with our early history, is as sensi-
tive of our traditional glory as a Texan maiden of her honor. He
tells me that, ff we dare go back on the traditions of the fathers,
the people will vote down the Constitution. Sir, we cannot forget--
history will not let us forget that when the Texan eaglet, its pinions
baptized in the blood of the Alamo and Goliad, met the invader,
at San Jaclnto and shrieked defiance, ’no education for the poor’
swelled that startling note of defiance that drove the hot blood freez-
ing to the Mexican heart.

"Sir, while the gentleman from Maron was speaking of this
treason to our fame, characterizing it as the murder of our national
honor; as the burning words of eloquence fell like molten lead upon
the heart, I almost looked to see the scene of Macbeth reenacted m
this hall and some of the guilty rise up with dishevelled hair, ex-

claiming, it was not I that did it; you need not point your bony
fingers at me. I would commend to some of these gentlemen an

anecdote I read when a boy, perhaps in a speech of some great
statesman, shortly after the death of the iron-wlled Henry: The
turbulent barons were assembled in the hall of the Brtsh Parlia-
ment; Mgh words ensued as they talked of the encroachments of his
weak successor, and one of the most refractory used words verging
on treason, when an old baron rose in his place and said to him:
’Speak lower, sir, or old King Henry’s bones will str in the grave.’
It may- not be amiss to add that, besides the graves of the fathers,
some of which are very near us, there are other graves at a distance,
bloody graves unwashed by orphans’ tears, that may be craving
utterance. Sr, f a single one of the causes of separatmn from
Iexico be invalidated, does it not open the question of the validity
of the others, and make the supposition of a moral claim possible in
that country? Will not the action of this body be talked of in
Zacatecas and Durango and whispered in the dusky halls of the
Montezumas? And may not the Mexican buzzard, hearing this,
stretch out its black wings towards this once priest-ridden land, and
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whilst the children run for life from the falling of the dark shadow,
croak more ominously than Poe’s dying raven, ’never, no never?’
MR. GRAVES said that even $3 a head for the scholastic population

would not amount to anything for free schools. He said the people
could not bear sufficient taxation to establish an eloquent school
system. To establish free schools for one, two, or three months in

the year, while it would be inegicient as a system, would destroy the
private schools of the State.

Mrs. WADE contended that a public school system would be cheaper
than the private schools. If the system could be localized it would
present many advantages over the private schools. He was of the
opinion that the Convention ought to trust the Legislature with the
question.
GENERAL WHITFIELD said he believed that it was the duty of the

State to assist in the education of every poor child in the State, but
that to do so would cost a vast amount of money. He thought the
gentleman dealt in generalities too much. He said no one would go
further in aid to education than he. He would go to any extent they
were able to bear. The original majority report would be offered
as a substitute. With all due respect to the special committee, he
had to say that their report was but a return to the old system of
education which had proven to be such a failure. Let them do some-

thing. If they could not make it better, let them make it worse.

It was useless to talk about keeping up the schools four months in
the year, when under the existing system they could not be kept up
for more than one month. He was speaking for himself and not for
the committee of which he was chairman. He preferred to refer
the question to the Legislature entirely, believing that coming fresh
from the people it would be better able to determine what should be
done. To keep up the schools four months in the year would require
a tax of $1 on the $100. Unless they could come to that it was

useless to talk about an adequate system of public free schools. It
would require $2,100,000 to keep them running one year. Taking
the total available school fund of $150,000, and adding thereto one-

fourth of I per cent would make a grand total of $850,000, leaving
a deficit of $1,300,000 to be raised to bring it up to the sum required.
He did not think that his constituency should be prevented from
taxing itself to bring up this deficiency if it desired to do so, and
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he would work for as high a school tax as any man in the country.
He wanted it left to the Legislature. He wanted gentlemen not to
generalize on the subject, but to come up squarely and toe the mark.
At the proper time he said he would move to refer the entire matter
to the Legislature.

FORTY-SEVENTH DAY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 18759s

Education

The report of the special committee came up under the head of
unfinished business.
MR. ARNIM spoke against the amendment offered by the special

committee, favoring the original minority report.
MR. MOORE said none had yet spoken in favor of the report of the

special committee. He said it was useless to say that not a single
member heartily endorsed it. Members of the Convention seemed
inclined to range themselves as partisans. Constitutions should not
be arbitrary or consist of abstractions, but rather of something con-

crete, to meet the various independent minds in the Convention. A
Constitution was in itself a compromise, and so was the report a com-

promise, so that their work might conform to the opinions of a

majority in the Convention. He claimed that the issue had not been
fairly made. The issue was simply whether the Convention felt
authorized to destroy or promote a system of free schools, or would
it pursue the more conservative course and leave the question to the
people of Texas. The report was never intended to devise a system
of taxation for that purpose, beyond the poll tax of $2. He esti-
mated that the available fund from all sources would amount an-

nually to about $720,000. According to the vote of the Convention
they would have no Superintendent of Public Instruction. The
amount specified would be sent to the various counties to apply to

educational purposes, and would soon be augmented by their own

county funds. The object of the committee was not to establish a

school system, but to keep one alive and give it an opportunity to

grow in proportion to the growth of the wealth and prosperity of the

9The proceedings for this day were taken from the State Gazette (Austin),
October 30, 1875.
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