
Citation:  Journal of the Texas State Convention: Assembled at Austin, Feb. 7, 1866. Adjourned April 

2, 1866. [Austin, TX.]: Printed at the Southern Intelligencer Officer, 1866. 

Content downloaded from 

Tarlton Constitutions 1824-1876 (http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/) 

The text of these documents is in the public domain.  That is, the original words and content are 
freely usable.   

The images of the documents are copyrighted material; the copyright is held by the Tarlton Law 
Library.  The copyrighted images may be used only with permission.   Permission is granted to 
use the copyrighted materials in the classroom for educational purposes.  Downloading, printing, 
publication, public display or otherwise using any of the copyrighted images, including on the 
web or in a forum other than a classroom, requires permission from Tarlton. Requests for 
permission to use these materials should be submitted online to rarebooks@law.utexas.edu.  

If you are uncertain whether you need permission to use these materials, please contact us 
at rarebooks@law.utexas.edu. 

http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/
mailto:rarebooks@law.utexas.edu
mailto:rarebooks@law.utexas.edu


4

TvsDAY, February 15, 1866o
Convention met pursuant to adjourvzment. Roll called; quorum

present journal of yesterday read, amended and adopted.
Mr. Flanagaa offered the following resolution
Resolved That the Convention shall drw for seats Co-day

3 o’clock, and that said drawing shall be final for the session.
Lid on the table for the present.
Reports of Committees being in order Mr. Jones of Btrp

chairman of the Committee on Pvilees and Elections. made
he following Repor

Co: Roo Febr’y 13th, 1866.
o the Hon. J. W. Throemorton President f tlte onventio:
The Committee o Privileges nd Elections unanimously

struct me to report that they have had under consideration
resolution nd substitute referred to hem concerning members
he Convention who come within the exceptions of the President’s
amnesty proclamation of the 29h of May last: that, in response
o the resolution, Messrs. H. R. Runnels, T. N. Waul
relund and J. W. Whitfield have reported to the committee and
furnished written statements herewith submitted that it appears
from the statement of Mr. Runnels that he has mde upptictio
for prdon, as coming within the 13th exception. The committee

are however, of opinion that he does not come within sad excep-
ion he estimated wlue of his property being less than
housuad dollars. From the stteme of Mr. Irelund i
pers that he comes within the lst ad from the statements
Messrs. Wut and Whitfield, that they iMt wthin the 3d excepi
of sum proclamion. The applications of 11 these gentleme
hve bee approved by His Excellency A. J. Hamiltoa and duly
forwrded bt i does nc) apper whether or not they hve bee
cted pon by he Preuidcr. The committee thereibre recom-
mend the Aoptioa of the i[*l]owmg preamble md resolution
substitnte for he orghml rcsolutma referred to them
WEE4S, Messrs. H. R. Runels John Ireland, J. W.

field and T. N. Wal have been dul2 returned as members of
Convention; bu whereas said members hve made apptictior
Nr pardon, as tMling within eertNn exceptions of the amnesty
proclamation of the 29th of My 1865, whmh have been approv-
ed by His Excellency N. J. Hmilton, Provisional Governor of
he State, and duly Nrwrded by the applicants and whereas
noes not appear whether sMd applicetions have been acted
by he President of the gaited States therefore,
ResoNed, Thet His Excellency A. J. Hmiltoa be

o communicate by telegraph Mth the Presidea nd in
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hl members have not been pardoned, redness at it be done
mediately.

Report received, to come up in its order.
:Ir. Roberts, chairman of the special committee to who was

r,:tferred Mr. Paschat’s resolution reported as follows
T tle Hon. W. Throekmorton 2resident of the onvenion:
The spehM committee to whom was referred the following

veolut]on, to wit: "Resolved, That this Convention will re
etablish he Constimtibn of he State of Texas in force imme
tately before the first day of Febary, 1861 with such
eats onl as ma. be necessary to conform the sme 6e
e:isting order of things growing ou of the lte wr" have
,ie sme under considertion-- majority of whom reques e

report against its adoption nd to submit he following as
bsfitute therefor, to wit

Resolved That this Con-rention entertain and ct upon
proposed amendments to the Constitution which appear W the
i))dy to be of sufficient importance and in their nature recruited
b the presen and prospective condition of the State.

It is the object of the majority of he commitee in offering
his subsfimte o indicate he opinion that it s not expedien
ss any resolution atempting to define in advance the
vf he action of the Convention.

Received: to come up in order.
Mr. Gentry offered the following report, in behaif o

ninority of the Special Committee
: the resident of the Convention :
The undersigned a, minority of your Committee o one

each Standing Committee o he Convention o whom was
erred the resolution presented by he delegate from
proposing o limit the action of the onvenion, beg leave
epor the annexed resolution as a substitute for he repor the
jorlty of the committee and respectfully recommend
4optioa

Resolved Tha the Convention re-establish he
)’ he State of Texas as it stood on the 31st day o Januar
1561 with such amendments only as .may be required o
5:)rm the same to the Constitution of the United Staes, and
uch ordinances as may be necessary to fully organize a

Government and enable the State to reume her federal
in the Union.
Report received, to come up in order.
Mr. lanagan’s resolution to draw for seats was taken
Mr. Davis, of Webb offered a substitute for the
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that the members of the Convention be allowed to retrain their
seats as now held.

Substitute accepted and adopted.
Mr. Hunt offered the fi)tlowing resolutmn
Resolved, TMt the Cmmittee on the CoMigoa of the State

be astructed to iaqmre into the expediency of dopting a
erdnance vlidtlng ad coafirmin the Acts of 11 the offices
uppoiated by Hi Excelleucy A. . Hmilton s Provisional
Governor of the State of Texas the sme as though sid officers
d been elected or appointed in the munner provided by the
Constitution nd law of said Stat% und that sid committee
report by ordinance or otherwise. Adopted.

[r. Reeves ofired the i%llowing resolution
esolved That the fate of war hving settled the question

ha he right of a State to withdraw from the Union does not
exist, we, the Delegates of the people of Texas, in Convention
ssembted, seek to restore the State to its former relations to the
FederM Government ca the bsis of such settlement, uccepting
he sme s final, and renouucing the doctrine of secession s
aserted by the ordinance adopted March 2d 1861.
Read first and second times.
Mr. Frazier moved to ty the resolution ca the tble.
The Yeas and Nys being called for stoo4 thus
YeasMessrs. Allen, Bll, Bryan Bradshw Davis of Webb

Degener Frzier Ireland, Jones of Bustrop elson Norris
Parker Parsons, Ranck, Runnels Selmn, Smyth of Newton
urt Wilson and oung2O.
ysMessrs. President, nderson Armstrong, Beall

Bonge Bumpass, Camp of Gotlad, Camp of Upshur, Clemeats
Dah’jmpte, Davis of Clerokee, I)mkson, ])rake, Flanagan
Ger;:, (ddmgs, Garley, I!iAber, Iancoek, Har, Henderson,
!Lll, Hunt, Hint, Johnson of %rrnt, Johnson of itus. Jones
of Bexar, Lane, Lctmer Ledbeger, Lindsey, NcOormaek
3Iiddtetom Mmelnot. Noro, Pasc}ml, Pm’ry, Philhps Porger,
Eandolph/ geeord geeves, [{ehardson, obers, Saunders,
Saufley, 8hepard, Shuibrd, Slaug"aer, Smt of Colorado,
Spagh a21o pf Fanm,, 2a21or of Houston, homas of
Grimes. homas of Cameron, Thompson, yus, Varne!k Walker,
Waut, Whtfield, and Woodsg2.

Motion to lay on the tabIe lost, and the resolution referred to
ghe eommiegee on ghe Condtgion of ghe Coungry.

5It. Wilson mrodueed an ordinance fagoting marriages be-
tween freedmen and freedwomen, and making legtimage ghe issue
of at1 such a@ are now living ogegher as man and wife.
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first nd second tlmesand referred .to Commie.tee w
Cnditon of the State;::

Mr. Wilson also offered the followln
Resolved, That the Committee on EducatiOn be:reque4; o
V thei:uttentionto, :Seetion2 Art: X of: ,the Cosfimtion,

aad:etermine;s to whether the’same Should:not he stCken ou
d;nd rep0rt their ioa:in thematter:

Pending which on motion:::the:House djourned uml 10
o cIock to-morrow morning.

FIID.Y Februa :t6th, :186.
Convention met pursuant to adjournment ; roll called;: quorum

present journal of yesterday read:aml :d0ptd
Communication :om Horn F.M Whlte, Commssmner o
eral Land. Office wasreceived :andread, and: on ioa o

Mr. 0nesf Bexar was:referred to:the Committees on:Educa
ton n$ Pdlio:Lands with:;instuctions :to print: five hundred

:eors:of Committees being in order:Mr Hancock,: Chair.

’the I%llowing report
COIT Roo;,, February 5th;:186.

Hon. d: W. Throe/cmorton, 2tnt f (eention
Themmitte on Generul Provisions of Constitution,towm

was :referred u resolation wih reference o the intermarrying of
white andAfrican races; have hadhe same under consierfion
ad aanimous]y direct me torep0rt the same back:to the Coa
vention with the suuestion that this is a subedt within legisla-
tive cogmzance and tha the laws now m force proh]b:suc
intermarriages, and that i s not appeheadefl that :the moraI
enimen0f :the country ilt allow a reeal: of ::these uws.
Report received, wcomeup in order
5.Mabry:offered :he follov,-ing resolution
Resolved That a Committee on Apportionment be rised by

he President, whose duty i shall be to apportion the Stated
Congressional Districts, nd Disrcts br the mcmbers of boi
brunches of: the State Legislature,
Laid Vver 0e dy for casideratiom
Mr. Lindy offered resolution requiring the Committee va

Indian Affairs: o inquire of: Gov. Hamilton, and the: military
authorities, what steps have been taken for:affording immediate
protection to the iontie undff none can be aSvrded immedi-
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