TEXAS | Tarlton Law Library
LAW | Jamail Center for Legal Research

Citation: Journal of the Reconstruction Convention: which met at Austin, Texas. Texas.

Constitutional Convention (1868-1869). Austin, TX: Tracy, Siemering & Co., printers, 1870.

Content downloaded from

Tarlton Constitutions 1824-1876 (http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/)

The text of these documents is in the public domain. That is, the original words and content are

freely usable.

The images of the documents are copyrighted material; the copyright is held by the Tarlton Law
Library. The copyrighted images may be used only with permission. Permission is granted to
use the copyrighted materials in the classroom for educational purposes. Downloading, printing,
publication, public display or otherwise using any of the copyrighted images, including on the
web or in a forum other than a classroom, requires permission from Tarlton. Requests for

permission to use these materials should be submitted online to rarebooks@law.utexas.edu.

If you are uncertain whether you need permission to use these materials, please contact us

at rarebooks@law.utexas.edu.



http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/
mailto:rarebooks@law.utexas.edu
mailto:rarebooks@law.utexas.edu

76 RECONSTRUCTION CONVENTION JOURNAL.

CAPITOL, AUSTIN, TEXAS,
December 17, 1868.

Convention met pursyant to adjournment.
Roll called.

Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

Journal of yesterday read and adopted.

The President announced the Special Committee on the Condition
of the State, called for by a resolution of the Convention, to be
Messrs. Burnett, Scott, Slaughter, J. W. Flanagan, Carter, Kirk,
Mullins, Newcomb, McWashington, MeCormick, Kealy, Kuechler,
and Armstrong of Jasper:

Mr. Armstrong, of Lamar, presented a peétition from citizens of
Sherman and other counties, and asked its reference to the Commit-
tee on Counties and County Boundaries. '

Mr. Thomas made a point of order upon the reception of the pe-
tition that the matter Lad been previously received and acted upon
by the Convention.

-t 'The President reserved his decision upon the point until the mat- -
ter could be investigated. .

Mr. Kealy presented a petition. from the citizens of Cook, Collin
and Denton Counties, and asked its reference to the Committee on
Counties and County Boundaries. : .

It was so ordered. )

Mr. Munroe, from the Committee on Engrossed Provisions, re-
ported as follows : ’

CommITTEE Room,
December 16, 1868,
Hon. E. J. DAVIS,
President of the Convention :

" Thé Committee on Engrossed Provisions, after examination, in-
struct me to report the following declaration and resolution as cor-
rectly engrossed, viz: ,

No. 1, a declaration respecting the Central Railroad Company,
passed August 29, 1868. ‘ .
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RECONSTRUCTION CONVENTION JOURNAL. 77

No. 2, a resolution appointing a committee to remain in session
during the recess, and for other purposes, passed August 27, 1868.
Respectfully submitted,
‘ A. T. MUNROE,

Chairman.

Mr. Johnson, of Harrison, introduced the following declaration,
and asked its reference to the Committee on Lands:

Resolved, That the people of Texas in Convention assembled set
apart the sum of fifty-two thousand acres of land for the support of
widows,and orphans, and the aged who are not able to support them-
selves. Said land shall be designated in the most convenient places,
and not more than one league to the county. ‘

It was so referred.
Mr. Munroe offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Convention be instructed to
subscribe for one thousand copies of the Austin Daily Republican,
five hundred copies of the San Antonio Daily Express, and five
hundred copies of the San Antonio Tri-Weekly Free Press for the
use of the members of this Convention : Provided, That said papers
publish the daily journals of the Convention, and that the price
shall not exceed eight (8) cents per copy. T

2. Resolved, That the proprietors of ‘the above-mentioned journals
be allowed eight (8) cents per copy for the papers furnished this
Convention since seventh instant, provided the number of papers
furnished does not exceed one thousand (1000) copies per day of the
Austin Daily Republican, and five hundred (500) of the San
Antonio Daily Express and Tri-Weekly Free Press. -

Mr. Munroe moved a suspension of the rules to take up the
resolutions. :

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded, and resulted
thus :

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong of Lamar, Bellinger, Brown,
Buffington, Burnett, Caldwell, Carter, Curtis, Fayle, Flanagan,
*'W. Flanagan, Fleming, Goddin, Hamilton of Travis, Harris, Horne,
Johnson of Harrison, Jordan, Kealy, Kendal, Keuchler, Long,
Mackey, McCormick, McWashington, Munroe, Phillips of San
Augustine, Ruby, Slaughter, Smith, Stockbridge, Sumner, Thomas,
Watrous, Williams, Wilson of Brazoria—37. :
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78 RECONSTRUCTION CONVENTION JOURNAL.

Nays—Messrs. President, Armstrong of Jasper, Bledsoe, Board,

~ Bryant of Grayson, Cole, Degener, Downing, Evans of Titus, Gas-
ton, Glenn, Hamilton of Bastrop, Keigwin, Lippard, Morse, Mullins,
Patten, Posey, Rogers, Scott, Varnell, Wilson of Milam, Wright

So the Convention refused to suspend the rules.

Mr. Glenn’s fine, imposed for absence, was by order of the Con-
vention, remitted.

Mr. Smith offered the following resolution:

WaEerEAs, The present provisional government of Texas is largely
composed of officers who are, by the fourteenth amendment of the
Constitution of the United States, ineligible ; therefore,

Resolved, That the commanding general be respectfully requested
to remove all such civil officers, and substitute for them other men,
who are constitutionally competent.

Mr Smith moved a suspension of the rules to consider the reso-
lution.

Rules suspeaded.

Mr. Thomas moved that the resolution be referred to the Judiciary
Committee.
Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded, and resulted
thus : ’ ~

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong of Lamar, Bryant of Grayson,
Buflington, Carter, Munroe, Sumner, Thomas—38.

Nays—Messrs. President, Armstrong of Jasper, Bellinger, Bled-
soe, Board, Bryant of Harris, Butler, Burnett, Caldwell, Cole,
Curtis, Degener, Downing, Evans of Titus, Fayle, Flanagan, W.
Flanagan, Fleming, Gaston, Goddin, Glenn, Hamilton of Bastrop,
Hamilton of Travis, Harris, Horne, Johnson of Harrison, Jordan,
Kealy, Keigwin, Kendal, Keuchler, Lindsay, Lippard, Long,
Mackey, MecCormick, McWashington, Morse, Mullins, Newcomb,
Patten, Phillips of San Augustine, Posey, Rogers, Ruby, Scott,
Slaughter, Smith, Stockbridge, Varnell, Watrous, Williams, Wilson
of Brazoria, Wilson of Milam, Wright——55.

So the Convention refused to refer.

Mau. Caldwell moved to reject the resolution.
hUpon which the yeas and nays were demanded, and resulted
thus : ‘
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Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong of Jasper, Armstrong of Lamar,
Bryant of Grayson, Buffington, Buruett, Caldwell, Cole, HEvans of
Titus, Fayle, Flanagan, W. Flanagan, Fleming, Gaston, Glenn,
Hamilton of Travis, Harris, Johnson of Harrison, Kealy, Keigwin,
Lindsay, Mackey, McCormick, McWashington, Morse, Posey,
Rogers, Stockbridge, Thomas, Wilson of Brazoria, Wright—31.

Nays—Messrs. President, Bellinger, Bledsoe, Board, Bryant of
Harris, Butler, Carter, Curtis, Degener, Downing, Goddin, Hamil-
ton of Bastrop, Horne, Jordan. Kendal, Keuchler, Lippard, Long,
Mullins, Munroe, Newcomb, Patten. Phillips of San Augustine,
Ruby, Scott, Slaughter, Smith, Varnell, Watrous, Williams, Wilson .
of Milam—381.

So the Convention refused to rejeet.

Mr. Thomas moved that the resolution be laid upon the table.

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded and resulted
thus:

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong of Jasper, Armstrong of La-
mar, Poard, Bryant of Grayson, Buffington, Burnett, Caldwell,
Cole, Hvans of Titus, Fayle, Flanagan, W. Flanagan, Fleming,
Gaston, Glenn, Hamilton of Travis, Harris, Kealy, Keigwin, Lind-
say, Mackey, McCormick, McWashington, Morse, Pedigo, Posey,
Rogers. Stockbridge, Thomas, Wilson of Brazoria, Wright—32.

Nays—Messrs. President, Bledsoe, Brown, Bryant of Harris,
Butler, Carter, Curtis, Degener, Downing, Goddin, Hamilton of
Bastrop, Horne, Johnson of Harrison, Jordan, Kendal, Keuchler,
Lippard, Long, Mullins, Munroe, Newcomb, Patten, Phillips of
San Augustine, Ruby, Scott, Slaughter, Smith, Varnell, Watrous,
Williams, Wilson of Milam-—82.

So the Convention refused to lay the resolution upon the table.
Mr. Degener moved the previous. question.

Previous question seconded.

The question recurred, “Shall the main question be now put?”’
Main question ordered.

The question recurred upon the adoption of the resolution.

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded and resulted
thus: :

Yeas—Messrs. President, Armstrong of Lamar, Bell\inger,‘Bled-
goe, Brown, Bryant of Harris, Butler, Carter, Curtis, Degener,
Downing, Goddin, Hamilton of Bastrop, Johnson of Harrison, Jordan,
Kendal, Keuchler, Lippard, Long, Mullins, Munroe, Newcomb,
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Patten, Phillips of San Augusiine, Ruby, Scott, Slaughter, Smith,
Varnell, Watrous, Willlams, Wilson of Milam--82.

Nays~—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong of Jasper, Board, Bryant of
Grayson, Buffington, Burnett, Caldwell, Cole, Evans of Titus,
Fayle, Flanagan, W. Flanagan, Fleming, Gaston, Glenn, Hamilton
of Travis, Harris, Kealy, Keigwin, Kirk, Lindsay, Mackey, Me-
Cormick, Morse, Pedigo, Posey, Rogers, Stockbridge, Sumner,
Thomas, Wilson of Brazoria-—32,

So the Convention refused to adopt. .

Myr. Sumner meved to suspend the rules to take up the report of
the Committee on Education.

Upon' which the yeas and nays were demanded, and resulted
thus:. '

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong of Lamar, Bellinger, Brown, Bryant
of Grayson, Caldwell, Carter, Cole, Fleming, Hamilton of Travis,
Horne, Jolmson of Harrison, Kealey, Keigwin, Lindsay, Mackey,
MecCormick, Morse, Phillips of San Augustine, Posey, Rogers,
Btockbridge, Sumner, Thomas, Watrous, Williams, Wilson of Bra-
zoria, Wilson of Milam, Wright—28.

Nays—Messrs. President, Adams, Armstrong of Jasper, Bledsoe,
Bryant of Harris, Buffington, Burnett, Curtis, Degener, Downing,
BEvans of Titus, Fayle, Flanagan, W. Flanagan, Gaston, Glenn,
Goddin, Hamilton of Bastrop, Harris, Jordan, Kendal, Keuchler,
Lippard, Long, Mullins, Munroe, Newcomb, Patten, Pedigo, Ruby,
Seott, Slaughter, Smith, Varnell—34.

So the Convention refused to suspend the rules.

Mr. Butler rose to a privileged question, to wit: That Mr. Bryant,
of Grayson, was outside of the bar of the House when he cast his
vote upon the adoption of the resolution offered by Mr. Smith, of
Galveston.

The President withheld his decision upon the question raised.

Mr. Thomas moved a suspension of the rules to take up the Bill |
of Rights and put it upon its final passage.

Mr. Degener moved that the Convention adjourn till to-movrow
morning at ten-o’clock.

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded and resulted
thus: ' '

Yeas—Messrs. President, Adams, Armstrong of Jasper, Bel-

linger, Bledsoe, Bryant of Harris, Curtis, Degener, Downing,
Fleming, Glenn, Hamilton of Bastrop, Hamilton of Travis, Horne,
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-Jordan, Kealy, Kendal, Keuchler, Kirk, Lindsay, Lippard, Mec-
Washington, Morse, Mullins, Pedigo, Phillips of San Augustine,
Rogers, Scott, Smith, Stockbridge, Sumner, *Thomas, Varnell,
Watrous, Williams, Wright—36. ;

Nays—Messrs. Board, Bryant of Grayson, Brown, Buffington,
Butler, Burnett, Caldwell, Carter, Cole, Evans of Titus, Fayle,
Flanagan, W. Flanagan, Gaston, Goddin, Harris, Johnson of Har-
rison, Keigwin, Long, Mackey, McCormick, Munroe, Newcomb,
Posey, Slaughter, Wilson of Milam—26.

So the Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten
o’clock.

2p Sgss.—6
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